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December 1, 2013
First Sunday in Advent
  GATHERING & WELCOME 

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.

  MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 


THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH


THE WORK OF THE CHURCH

  BRINGING IN THE LIGHT

  MUSIC OF PREPARATION
 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”
*CALL TO WORSHIP   

    L: We do not know the year of your coming, but we do know to prepare.
    P: We must live as peacemakers.
    L: We do not know which day peace will reign, but we do know how to prepare.
    P: We must clothe ourselves with Christ.
    L: We do not know the hour the world can breathe again, but we do know how to prepare.
    P: We must live honorably at all times.
    L: We do not know when the Prince of Peace will come, but we do know how to prepare.
    P: We must pray constantly for peace and walk in the light of the Lord.
  OPENING PRAYER

   You call us to prepare, gracious Savior -- to prepare to entertain angels, to be alert to wait and watch, to be awake for the coming of glory, to receive your presence in our lives. Send your Spirit upon us, we pray, that we might be made ready to open 
our hearts and lives with gladness. Fill us with the joy of anticipation and make our waiting a sweet time of communion with you. Amen.

  ADVENT READING


Wreath Lighters:

     ADVENT SONG


Until Jesus comes, until Jesus comes,


I’ll be watching and waiting until Jesus comes.


(repeat)

  SCRIPTURE  READING 
Isaiah 2:1-5

  HYMN OF PRAISE No. 732 – children come forward during the last verse

  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 

  ANTHEM
  10:45

“God Almighty, We Are Waiting” – Chancel Choir 

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

  OFFERTORY 
"Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne"
*DOXOLOGY 
“Christmas Doxology”
“Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son.


Glory to the Holy Spirit, glory to the Three-in-One.

   Here we offer to you gladly, all the gifts that you impart,


As we glory in your presence, giving from a grateful heart.”

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS 
God of promise and hope, we take time this morning to share offerings of time, talent, and treasure. We present ourselves to you, knowing you are the source of all good gifts. Your word reminds us that we do not know the day or hour when our faithfulness will be examined, and so we pray that we might live each day and each moment striving for lives of love and compassion for the least, lowliest, and the lost, in a way that is pleasing to you. We pray this in the name of the Christ, whose coming calls us to preparation and repentance. Amen.

  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PRAYER HYMN No. 626 – altar is open during the hymn
  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  SERMON SCRIPTURE 
  Matthew 24:36-44

  SERMON
  

  SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION II 

      THE INVITATION

 WORDS OF ASSURANCE

      SACRAMENT – All are welcome. Please follow the directions of the ushers.

*HYMN OF PARTING No. 196

  BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING
“Postlude on ‘Hallifax’”

*Those who are able, please stand.

ALTAR FLOWERS are needed for December 8th &15th.  If you would like to sponsor the flowers for either of those Sundays, please fill out an Altar Flower order form found in the Narthex.
******************************************************************
ACOLYTES:   Young people (grades 3 and up) are needed to serve as acolytes for both services, especially during the Advent season. You would not be serving every week. This is a chance to serve your church and assist in worship.
******************************************************************
THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH






******************************************************************
ANNOUNCEMENTS
******************************************************************
CHILDREN’S COLLECTIONS: This week our children’s collection will be given to the PDF (Pastor’s Discretionary Fund) to help those in need in our church and community.

UMCOR disaster relief in the Philippines – 11/17 - $219.43
11/24 - $316.30

**********************************************************

CROSS & FLAME: The December issue of the Cross & Flame is now available.  You may pick up your copy on the table in the Narthex.

****************************************************************
BAZAAR GIFT BASKETS:  Remaining baskets from the bazaar have been moved upstairs to the Adult Sunday School room (outside of the Pastor's office).  Proceeds from this final sale will support the Rick Simms Mission Work Trip to Philippi, WV.  
******************************************************************
THERE WILL BE A BENEFIT DINNER AND DANCE FOR THE FAMILY OF MATT BACK today, December 1st at 4:00 PM at the Slovenian Hall (Blue Room), 3024 Church Street, Claridge, PA 15623. It will be catered by Gourmet Affairs in Manor. The menu is pasta, stuffed shells, meatballs and sauce salad, dressing, dinner rolls, various desserts, water, and soda. The cost is $10/adults, $5/ children. There will be gift baskets and other donated items for sale. All proceeds will go to the Back family to cover funeral and medical expenses.
******************************************************************
IRWIN MALE CHORUS will be performing at our church on Sunday, December 8th at 7:00 PM.  Cookies will be needed for the reception.  They may be brought to the church Sunday morning or just prior to the concert.  Please plan to attend the concert with all your friends.

******************************************************************
A great Christmas gift for a loved one is a "Camp Gift Certificate."  (Personally, I think all Grandmas should attend the 3 day Grandma & Me Camp!  I'm going back this year with my two granddaughters!  What a great experience it was!)   

******************************************************************
CUSTODIAN POSITION:  There is an immediate opening at Irwin First United Methodist Church for a day custodian for approximately 25 hours a week.  A full job description, application, and clearance forms are available in the church office.  Applications should be addressed to the SPRC of the church.

******************************************************************
CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE...The Finance Committee would like to thank everyone that ordered cookies.  The cookies will be delivered to our church on December 8th.  They will come frozen, so please see Laurie Saporito in the narthex following the 8:15 and 10:45 service to pick up your order.  There will be $125 given to Mission Share 2013 from this sale.  Thank you for your support!

******************************************************************
RINGING OF THE BELLS...Our church will be ringing bells and singing Christmas Carols for the Salvation Army on Tuesday, December 10th from 10 AM to 8 PM.  Our location is Giant Eagle in North Huntingdon (right side - Kohls side of the building).  In years past, we noticed that when we sang (good or bad) that more shoppers were encouraged to give!   Let's support the Salvation Army for all the love they show to others not just at Christmas, but throughout the year!

******************************************************************
Our December Fellowship Night at Irwin First will be 'sweet'! We're building Gingerbread Houses, so get your Christmas spirit on! 

Join us on December 11th at 6:00 pm in the gym for a quick dinner of Hot Dogs, Sloppy Joes, Chips, and Wassail before 'building' great memories and sharing Christmas fun with family & friends!  Thanks to some wonderful bakers in our church, if you sign up, the gingerbread and icing will be provided for you.  (If you'd like to make your own gingerbread, we have patterns and recipes available.) 

Please bring your own 'construction materials' - the candies & things you want to decorate your house with (bring some sweets for your dessert after dinner too), along with a bag of candy to share. Some ideas are: M&M's, Gumdrops, Pretzels, Licorice, Tootsie Rolls,  sprinkles, colored sugar, powdered sugar & a sifter for snow, Skittles, Fruit Roll Ups, Mints, Candy Canes - whatever you'd like to put on your house. Be creative! Each family can take their house home that night to enjoy throughout the Christmas season. 

The Christmas songbooks will be available, and we'll be singing Christmas songs during the times we're waiting for the 'mortar' to set the walls on the houses. 
The event promises to be fun for everyone! If you don't want to build a house, sign up for just dinner, and come enjoy the fellowship.
Make sure you sign up on the clipboard, or call the office, so that we have enough gingerbread walls, roofs, and icing! 
*******************************************************************
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Wednesday, December 4


  6:30 Good Grief


  7:00 Women’s Book Study


  7:00 Yoga





Today, Sunday, December 1


First Sunday in Advent


Communion


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School 


10:45 Worship


No Youth Group meetings


No Music Group practices





  4:45 SonShiners











Thursday, December 5


  5:30 Gym in use


  6:15 C Bells


  7:00 Disciple 3


  7:15 Choir





Monday, December 2


12:00 Happy Methodist Group


   meeting at Drew’s Restaurant  


No Dartball 





Next Sunday, December 8


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School 


10:45 Worship


  2:00 FISH & CHIPS


  4:00 Temple Bells


  4:45 SonShiners


  7:00 Irwin Male Chorus Concert








Friday, December 6


  5:00 Irwin Cookie Tour





Tuesday, December 3


11:00 District Administrative


       Assistant Meeting – Office 


       closed after 11:00 AM


  5:30 Gym in use


  6:15 TOPS


  7:30 NA
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