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January 15, 2012
  GATHERING & WELCOME     (Please sign the red pad in the pews.)
  MUSIC OF PREPARATION
"This Is My Father's World"
*CALL TO WORSHIP
  L:  Is your soul barren, and swallowed by thirst?
  P:  The fountain of God springs from desert sands.
  L:  Is your soul faint, and devoured by hunger?
  P:  The feast of God spreads from a few loaves and fishes.
  L:  Is your soul weary, and dreaming of sleep?
  P:  The voice of God bids the dead rise from their beds.
  L:  Is your soul homeless, and sheltered by fear?

  P:  The hand of God builds a home on the rock.
  A:  Let us lift up our hands!  Let our lips praise God’s name!  For steadfast love is 


better than life, and heaven’s power is greater than death!

*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 454
“Open My Eyes, That I May See”
*OPENING PRAYER

   O Lord, your word is rare in these days; there is no frequent vision.  Wickedness is wrapped around our ears.  Indifference is caked upon our eyes.  So speak to us through our children, God.  They will be able to hear you, for when a thundercloud rumbles, they know the voice is yours.  Appear to us through our children, God.  They will be able to see you, for when a clown cries, they know the tear is yours.  Come to us through our children, God, and we shall not be able to keep from asking, “What was it that God told you?”  Then they shall unstop our ears and open our eyes.  Then we will know that you are the Lord.  Amen
  SCRIPTURE READING 

1 Samuel 3:1-20
  RESPONSIVE READING No. 854
“Psalm 139”
  (Note to Worship Host-At beginning of announcements, say “We offer a warm welcome to all who are worshipping with us this morning, especially those who are visiting with us.  As I am sharing our announcements, please complete the form in the red register pad in each pew and pass it to others in your pew, finally returning it toward the center aisle. If you notice that someone who normally sits near you is missing this morning, please give them a call this week and let them know that they were missed. 

You may write any prayer requests on the cards in the attendance folders and place them in the holders at the ends of the pews so that our ushers can bring them to the pastor before the Joys and Concerns.”

 MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 


THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.
  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS (Hymn No. 2233 “Where Children Belong”)

  ANTHEM
  8:15 
    “The Lord is My Light” 
    

10:45      "The Lord Is My Light" - Chancel Choir
  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS
  OFFERTORY
"Where He Leads Me"
*DOXOLOGY No. 87, v.4 

         “These gifts we now bring, these presents, these tokens,

These words can convey it, the joy of this day!

When grateful we come, remembering, rejoicing,

This song we now offer in honor and praise!”
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS

Merciful God, you provide us with so many opportunities to follow Jesus' teaching and to live as modern-day disciples. We sometimes respond to your call with enumerable excuses or unfounded worries. We confuse our spiritual longing with the need for worldly objects. Yet these things provide only a false sense of security. As we offer these financial resources, transform us so that we are stirred to hear your call on our lives. We pray in the name of the Redeeming One, Jesus the Christ. Amen.
*HYMN  No. 463
“Lord, Speak to Me”
  SERMON SCRIPTURE

John 1:43-51
  SERMON
*HYMN OF PARTING No. 593
“Here I Am, Lord”
*BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING
"Recessionale"
*Those who are able, please stand.

**********************************************************

We express our Christian sympathy to the family and friends of Jane Morgan.  Jane passed away on Saturday, January 7th. 

May God comfort and bless all those who knew her.
*****************************************************
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SERVICE: The Greensburg & Pittsburgh Districts together will be hosting a Martin Luther King Service on Sunday, January 15, 2012 at First UMC in Murrysville beginning at 4:00 p.m.  Bishop Violet Fisher will be the guest speaker for the service and music will be provided by the Baldwin Community United Methodist Church.
THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH
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**********************************************************

GOOD GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: The Good Grief Support Group will meet on Wednesday, January 18th at 7:00 PM.  If this will be the first time you are attending, please call 412-224-4700 to let them know you will be coming.  There is no fee and the support group is open to anyone in our church or community who has experienced the pain of death and needs help working through their loss and managing their grief.
**********************************************************
ANNOUNCEMENTS
**********************************************************

CROSS & FLAME: The January Cross & Flame is now available.  You may pick up a copy on the table in the Narthex.

**********************************************************

WINTER SOUP SALE: Hello and Happy New Year to all from the Outreach committee.  We are again looking for soup makers to make their famous soup for after services in January and February.  Each Sunday we will offer several soups for sale at $3.00 each.  A sign will be up telling you what kind of soup is for sale.  Thanks to all of you for your support.
**********************************************************
NEWSLETTER: The deadline for the February 2012 newsletter is next Sunday, January 22nd.  Please have your articles into the church office by that date.  You may drop a copy of your article off in the office or email it to fumc.jeanne.secrep@comcast.net .  Any articles not received by January 22nd will be published in the March newsletter.

**********************************************************
LAY SPEAKER SCHOOL:  The Greensburg District School for Lay Ministry Development will begin on February 26th.  It will be held each Sunday through March 25th from 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM at Community UMC on Route 130 in Harrison City.  Registration forms are on the half door by the office and must be returned to the District Office no later than February 15th.  You may also register online at www.wpaumc.org/registration 
**********************************************************
GREENSBURGH DISTRICT 2012 HELPSHOP: The Helpshop will be held at Community UMC in Harrison City on Saturday, January 28, 2012 from 8:30 AM until 12:00 Noon.  The keynote speaker for this event will be Tanika Harris from the General Board of Global Ministries.  Registration is $5.00 and the deadline to register is January 21, 2012.  Brochures are available on the office half-door.  

**********************************************************

THANK YOU: The Outreach committee would like to thank each and every one of you for your support of our Christmas food bags and Angel tree kids.  We helped 18 families and 55 children.  God Bless all for your help in this ministry within our church.  Your generosity was appreciated.
********************************************************
BETHANY HOUSE ACADEMY: 1500 Chicago Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15214

www.bhaweb.org

Keith Murphy, Director

The mission of Bethany House Academy is to prepare children, youth and adults of Northview Heights academically, socially, economically, and spiritually for lifelong learning, achievement, health and prosperity.

Bethany House Academy (BHA) is a community based, nonprofit agency founded in 1962 and dedicated to meeting the needs of high-risk families in Northview Heights.  For the past 47 years, Bethany House has provided comprehensive and culturally appropriate prevention and educational services to the African-American residents of this community.  The agency has developed a strong reputation for understanding and attending to the needs of these communities.

Our Greensburg District Superintendent, Rev. William Meekins, has asked the district churches to support the mission work of Bethany House Academy with volunteer help and monetary donations.  During the month of January, the children will be taking a special collection at both services.  Please support this mission endeavor.

Brochures with additional information about Bethany House Academy are on the table in the Narthex.                          Collections to date: $157.81

**********************************************************
Martin Luther King, Jr. (January 15, 1929 – April 4, 1968) was an American clergyman, activist, and prominent leader in the African-American Civil Rights Movement. He is best known for being an iconic figure in the advancement of civil rights in the United States and around the world, using nonviolent methods following the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi. King has become a national icon in the history of modern American liberalism.   A Baptist minister, King became a civil rights activist early in his career.Montgomery Bus Boycott He led the 1955  and his efforts led to the 1963 March on Washington, where he delivered his "I Have a Dream" speech. There, he expanded American values to include the vision of a color blind society, and established his reputation as one of the greatest orators in American history.
In 1964, King became the youngest person to receive the Nobel Peace Prize for his work to end racial segregation and racial discrimination through civil disobedience and other nonviolent means. By the time of his death in 1968, he had refocused his efforts on ending poverty and stopping the Vietnam War.
King was assassinated on April 4, 1968, in Memphis, Tennessee. He was posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1977 and Congressional Gold Medal in 2004; Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, the third Monday of January, was established as a U.S. federal holiday in 1986. 

          http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King,_Jr.
**********************************************************
THE ART OF MARRIAGE: Community Church United Methodist congregation, is pleased to invite the entire community to attend The Art of Marriage, February 10-11, 2012. The Art of Marriage is a new one-and-a-half day video event from Family Life that is designed to help couples communicate better, love deeper and have a better perspective on their marriages.  The Art of Marriage brings together some of the most respected and influential pastors and experts on marriage and family all in one setting. It also brings a fresh approach to a video event to help couples fully experience God’s design for marriage through expert teaching, engaging stories and real-life testimonies to help strengthen relationships. No matter what shape a marriage is in, this honest look at the challenges every marriage faces will offer the hope that any marriage can be a work of art.  The cost of the event is just $50 per couple, which includes event manuals as well as lunch & a romantic dinner on Saturday. Scholarships are available as needed.  For more information and registration, please visit Community Church’s website at www.sharechristwithothers.org or call the church office at 724-744-3413.
**********************************************************
Making Lemonade from Lemons: In 2011, FUMC received lemons from Mother Nature, flooding from the Oak St. road construction which soaked our nursery.  Through much effort, the UM Men and Walt dried the room so that it could be used.  The Trustees then turned this problem into positive change; in other words: lemonade!  With the receipt of insurance money and designated gifts, the nursery will be renovated in early 2012!  In addition, monies have been received to update the gym balcony and toddler rooms!  A committee has been hard at work weighing all options to make the areas inviting and functional.  Please take a look at the artist’s sketch of the new nursery on the easel in the narthex.  A special thank you to Lisa, who is both a teacher and artist, for visualizing the committee’s plan.  Also a heartfelt thank you to the Methodist Men for their work on this space!  A special thank you to Judy whose beautiful murals graced our nursery walls for over 20 years.  Photos of the murals are on file in the church office.
Starting Jan. 15th, if you and your child wish to use the nursery, please follow the gym balcony to the Elementary Dept.  A sign indicates a temporary nursery, with toys and changing station, in the first room on the left.  Although a baby gate is used in the doorway, we ask that you remain with your child so that we meet Safe Sanctuary regulations.  We apologize for this temporary inconvenience but look forward to a wonderful new area for our young families!
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Wednesday, January 18


  6:00 Gym in use


  7:00 Disciple 1


  7:00 Good Grief Support Group








Tuesday, January 17


  6:15 TOPS


  7:30 NA
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Next Sunday, January 22


Newsletter Deadline


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School


10:45 Worship


12:30 FISH & CHIPS


  1:00 Gym in use until 5:00 PM


  2:00 Temple Bells


  2:45 Temple Chimes


  3:30 SonShiners





Monday, January 16


Martin Luther King, Jr. Observance


Office Closed – No staff in the building


12:00 Happy Methodist Group at FUMC


  7:00 Dartball - Home











�





Friday, January 20 thru


      Saturday, January 21


District Youth Lock-in at Hot Shots  




















Friday, January 20


  6:00 Gym in use  








First united Methodist church


310 Oak Street, Irwin, PA 15642


724-863-6858


www.irwinfirstumc.org


�HYPERLINK "mailto:irwinfirstumc@comcast.net"�irwinfirstumc@comcast.net�


Rev. David S. Lake – Pastor


Jack L. Tickle III – Youth Minister


Wendell Campbell –Lay Minister of Visitation


Dianne Runser – Director of Music Ministry








Thursday, January 19


  4:00 Gym in use


  6:00 Gym in use


  6:15 C. Bells


  7:15 Choir


  7:30 UM Men

















Today, Sunday, January 15


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School


10:45 Worship


12:30 FISH & CHIPS


  2:00 Temple Bells


  2:45 Temple Chimes


  3:30 SonShiners


  4:00 District Martin Luther King, Jr. 


          service at First UMC in Murrysville
































