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January 29, 2012
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

  GATHERING & WELCOME     (Please sign the red pad in the pews.)
  MUSIC OF PREPARATION
   8:15 “Jesus Calls Us”






 10:45 “The Angelus” - Temple Chimes

*CALL TO WORSHIP
  L:  Come to Christ, that living stone, rejected by the world, but in God’s sight chosen 


and precious.

  P:  We have responded to Christ’s call, and seek to be built into a spiritual house, 


a living reminder of God’s presence on earth.
  L:  We have heard a prophet’s cry.  Once we were no people, but now we are God’s 


people, called out of the darkness into God’s marvelous light. Therefore we sing 


with the Church in all ages:

  A:  Blessed be your name, O God, our Redeemer. By your mercy we have been 


born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 


the dead.

*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 2022
“Great Is the Lord” and 

   No. 2023
“How Majestic Is Your Name”

*OPENING PRAYER

   Eternal Light, shine into our hearts. Eternal Goodness, deliver us from evil. Eternal Power, be our support. Eternal Wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance. Eternal Pity, have mercy upon us, that with all our heart and mind and soul and strength we may seek you face and be brought by your infinite mercy to your holy presence;  through Jesus Christ our Lord.         Amen.
  SCRIPTURE READING 
: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
  RESPONSIVE READING No. 832
 Psalm 111

  MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 


THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.
  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS (Hymn No. 2233 “Where Children Belong”)

  ANTHEM
  8:15 – “As the Deer” – 
 10:45 “God Is”– SonShiners

  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS
  OFFERTORY
8:15 “All the Way My Savior Leads Me”

        

         10:45 “The Tallis Canon” - Temple Bells

*DOXOLOGY No. 87, v.4 

         “These gifts we now bring, these presents, these tokens,

These words can convey it, the joy of this day!

When grateful we come, remembering, rejoicing,

This song we now offer in honor and praise!”

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS

Awesome God, you sent Jesus to teach people firsthand the power of your love, grace, and authority. Jesus washed away unclean spirits and performed countless other miracles so that even the faithless would experience your love. You call us to be mindful and vigilant of the extraordinary miracles that you continue to work in our lives today. May this offering undergird ministries that show others your miraculous love, grace, and authority. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
*HYMN  No. 2162 
“Grace Alone”
  SERMON SCRIPTURE
Mark 1:21-28
  SERMON
*HYMN OF PARTING No. 174
“His Name is Wonderful” and

       No. 176
 “Majesty”
*BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”
*Those who are able, please stand.

**********************************************************

ALTAR FLOWERS are needed for Sunday, February 5 and 19.  If you would like to sponsor the flowers for that week, or any other week, please fill out an Altar Flower Order Form (found in the Narthex) and place it in the offering plate with your payment.  They are $24.00 per arrangement.  

**********************************************************

GOOD GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: The Good Grief Support Group will meet on Wednesday, February 1st at 7:00 PM.  If this will be the first time you are attending, please call 412-224-4700 to let them know you will be coming.  There is no fee and the support group is open to anyone in our church or community who has experienced the pain of death and needs help working through their loss and managing their grief.
**********************************************************


THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH
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**********************************************************

SCOUTING MINISTRIES SUNDAY will be observed on Sunday, February 12th.  All Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts are encouraged to wear their uniforms that Sunday and be recognized  during our worship services.

**********************************************************

MEN’S WORK TEAM: Each Tuesday a wonderful group of the men from our church join together to do maintenance and repairs around the building.  They arrive around 9:00 AM and discuss the day’s chores over a cup of coffee.  They then break into groups to do various jobs throughout the church.  When the work is done for the day they meet up again for a delicious lunch and some fellowship.  Through the years they have saved the church thousands of dollars by doing the work they do.  If you have some extra time on a Tuesday morning, please consider joining the Men’s Work Team.  There’s no sign up sheet and no dues to pay.  Just show up!  You don’t have to commit to coming every week and any help you can give will be greatly appreciated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

**********************************************************

CROSS & FLAME: The February Cross & Flame is now available.  You may pick up a copy on the table in the Narthex.

**********************************************************

‘SOUPER’ BOWL SUNDAY: Sunday, February 5th we will celebrate Souper Bowl Sunday at our church.  In addition to soup, the Foodbank is asking for:  cake mix, pancake mix, baking products, paper products (paper products, tissues, toilet paper, etc.), toiletries (toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, etc.)  If you would like to donate non-perishable items, the shopping cart will be in the Narthex during both services next Sunday.  Thank you in advance for you support.

**********************************************************

WINTER SOUP SALE: We are still looking for soup makers to make their famous soup for after services in January and February.  Each Sunday we will offer several soups for sale at $3.00 each.  A sign will be up telling you what kind of soup is for sale.  Thanks to all of you for your support.

**********************************************************

BETHANY HOUSE ACADEMY: 1500 Chicago Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15214

www.bhaweb.org

Keith Murphy, Director

The mission of Bethany House Academy is to prepare children, youth and adults of Northview Heights academically, socially, economically, and spiritually for lifelong learning, achievement, health and prosperity.

Bethany House Academy (BHA) is a community based, nonprofit agency founded in 1962 and dedicated to meeting the needs of high-risk families in Northview Heights.  For the past 47 years, Bethany House has provided comprehensive and culturally appropriate prevention and educational services to the African-American residents of this community.  The agency has developed a strong reputation for understanding and attending to the needs of these communities.

Our Greensburg District Superintendent, Rev. William Meekins, has asked the district churches to support the mission work of Bethany House Academy with volunteer help and monetary donations.  During the month of January, the children will be taking a special collection at both services.  Please support this mission endeavor.

Brochures with additional information about Bethany House Academy are on the table in the Narthex.                          

Collections to date: 1/8 - $157.81

1/15 – $128.10
1/22 – 167.53
**********************************************************

BISHOP’S NIGHT IN THE DISTRICT:  The Bishop’s Night in the Greensburg District will be held on Monday, January 30th beginning at 6:30 PM with light refreshments followed by Bishop Bickerton’s presentation.  The event will be held at the McMasters United Methodist Church in Turtle Creek, PA.  Both clergy and laity are urged to attend. 

**********************************************************

LAY SPEAKER SCHOOL:  The Greensburg District School for Lay Ministry Development will begin on February 26th.  It will be held each Sunday through March 25th from 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM at Community UMC on Route 130 in Harrison City.  Registration forms are on the half door by the office and must be returned to the District Office no later than February 15th.  You may also register online at www.wpaumc.org/registration 

**********************************************************
FISH & CHIPS UPDATE

ANNUAL DISTRICT YOUTH RETREAT: We are looking forward to our annual district youth retreat weekend: March 2nd -4th at Camp Allegheny. Any youth who are planning on attending, Jack needs a $10 deposit by Sunday Feb 12th.  Tee-shirts also need to be pre-ordered at $10 each by that date.  Please see Jack or pick-up a registration brochure and emergency contact form on the bulletin board. 

A SNOW TUBING OUTING is planned for Saturday February 18th at Boyce Park. Cost will be $12 per person, but cost may be lowered if we have enough people to go. Meet at FUMC at 11:15 am and plan to return by 4:30pm. 

THANK YOU for all who have signed up for bringing snacks/meals for the youth. We still have several weeks open if anyone would like to provide a meal.  Sign-up list is on the bulletin board by the front doors. 

TENTATIVE SPRING SCHEDULE: 

   February 5: FISH & CHIPS - Time: 12:15pm – 2:00pm -Place: FUMC youth room

   February 12: District Youth Meeting -Time: 2:00pm - ? -Place: start at FUMC

$10 Deposit for District Youth Retreat and Emergency Contact Form due to Jack

   February 18: Snow Tubing - Time: 11:15 – 4:30pm - Place: FUMC/Boyce Park

The cost will be $12 a person.  The price may be discounted if we get enough 

people to go. Let Jack know if you can come ASAP!

   February 19: NO FISH & CHIPS - Snow Tubing day before

   February 26: FISH & CHIPS - Time: 12:15pm – 2:00pm - Place: FUMC youth room

   March 2-4: District Youth Retreat  - Camp Allegheny

Leaving FUMC: Friday 6:00pm - Pickup at FUMC: Sunday 1:00pm 

   March 11: FISH & CHIPS - Time: 12:15pm – 2:00pm - Place: FUMC youth room

   March 18: FISH & CHIPS - Time: 12:15pm – 2:00pm - Place: FUMC youth room

   March 25: FISH & CHIPS - Time: 12:15pm – 2:00pm - Place: FUMC youth room

   April 1: FISH & CHIPS????

   April 8:  EASTER – NO FISH & CHIPS

   April 20-21: Possible Date for Laser Tag

**********************************************************

CHURCH MOVIE NIGHT - FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10!

After the success of last year’s mid-winter family movie night, the Witness Committee has decided to again host this event. It will be held Friday, February 10 at 6:31 PM in the parlor. We will be viewing Wesley, the Movie.  There will be desserts and a discussion time following the roughly 2-hour movie. 

**********************************************************

FEBRUARY 2nd – will the groundhog see his shadow?

If he sees it, he regards it as an omen of six more weeks of bad weather and returns to his hole.

If the day is cloudy and, hence, shadowless, he takes it as a sign of spring and stays above ground.

The groundhog tradition stems from similar beliefs associated with Candlemas Day and the days of early Christians in Europe, and for centuries the custom was to have the clergy bless candles and distribute them to the people. Even then, it marked a milestone in the winter and the weather that day was important. 

If Candlemas be fair and bright,  Come, Winter, have another flight;
If Candlemas brings clouds and rain,  Go Winter, and come not again.
Pennsylvania's earliest settlers were Germans and they found groundhogs to be in abundance in many parts of the state. They determined that the groundhog, resembling the European hedgehog, was a most intelligent and sensible animal and therefore decided that if the sun did appear on February 2nd, so wise an animal as the groundhog would see its shadow and hurry back into its underground home for another six weeks of winter. The Germans recited:

For as the sun shines on Candlemas Day,
So far will the snow swirl until the May.

The Punxsutawney Spirit newspaper is credited with printing the news of the first observance in 1886 (one year before the first legendary trek to Gobbler's Knob.)

http://www.groundhog.org/groundhog-day/history/
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Thursday, February 2


  4:00 Gym in use


  6:00 Gym in use


  6:15 C. Bells


  7:15 Choir








Today, Sunday, January 29


4th Sunday after Epiphany


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School


10:45 Worship


12:30 FISH & CHIPS


  2:00 Temple Bells


  2:45 Temple Chimes


  3:30 SonShiners




















Friday, February 3


  6:00 Gym in use  





Next Sunday, February 5


5th Sunday after Epiphany


Baptism


Souper Bowl Sunday


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School


10:45 Worship


12:30 FISH & CHIPS


  2:00 Temple Bells


  2:45 Temple Chimes


  3:30 SonShiners





Monday, January 30


  9:00 Gym in use


  7:00 Dartball - H





Tuesday, January 31


  9:00 Men’s Work Team


  6:15 TOPS


  7:30 NA





Wednesday, February 1


  6:00 Gym in use


  7:00 Disciple 1


  7:00 Good Grief Support Group
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