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March 4, 2012
Second Sunday in Lent – Communion Sunday
  GATHERING & WELCOME     (Please sign the red pad in the pews.)
  MUSIC OF PREPARATION
“Cross of Christ”
*CALL TO WORSHIP
  L: From generation to generation, God calls to us.

  P: Christ names us as God’s own people.

  L: In hope and faith, God walks before us.

  P: Christ calls us to pick up our cross and follow.

  L: In covenant and love, God promises us grace.

  P: Christ carries us forward into life anew.

*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 577
“God of Grace and God of Glory”

  LENTEN CANDLE CEREMONY 

  OPENING PRAYER

  God of Abram and Sarai, you call to us across the span of time. Open our minds, that we may discern your call, even as you name us anew. Grant us hope against hope, that we may trust your guidance and walk in your ways. Raise us up to newness of life, that we may be children of your promise, people of your covenant, and disciples who follow your every lead. Amen.

  RESPONSIVE READING No. 752-753

“Psalm 22”


(Note to Worship Host-At beginning of announcements, say “We offer a warm welcome to all who are worshipping with us this morning, especially those who are visiting with us.  As I am sharing our announcements, please complete the form in the red register pad in each pew and pass it to others in your pew, finally returning it toward the center aisle. If you notice that someone who normally sits near you is missing this morning, please give them a call this week and let them know that they were missed. 

You may write any prayer requests on the cards in the attendance folders and place them in the holders at the ends of the pews so that our ushers can bring them to the pastor before the Joys and Concerns.”
  MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 


THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.
  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 
(Hymn No. 2233 “Where Children Belong”)

  ANTHEM
  10:45“My Savior’s Love” Chancel Choir
  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS
  OFFERTORY   “’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”
*DOXOLOGY No. 95

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

   praise Him, all creatures here below:

   praise Him above ye heavenly host;

   praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS

Gracious and Loving God, the gifts that we bring before you are but a token of what we hope to give: a life that denies self and carries a cross, a life that draws others to follow you and that offers our whole selves to you in a way that will transform the world on earth to one that reflects your heavenly kingdom. May what we give this day lighten us for the journey of faith and empower your church to serve you, this day and always. We pray this in the name of our Savior, Jesus the Christ. Amen.
*HYMN No. 529
“How Firm a Foundation”

  SERMON SCRIPTURE 

Romans 4:13-25

  SERMON
  SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION II 

     THE INVITATION

 WORDS OF ASSURANCE

      SACRAMENT – (All are welcome. Please follow the directions of the ushers.)

     COMMUNION ANTHEM  “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” – Chancel Choir  

*HYMN OF PARTING No. 452
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”

*BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING
“Fanfare for a Festive Occasion”
*Those who are able, please stand.
Altar Flowers needed for March 11th & 18th. If you would like to sponsor the flowers for one of those weeks, or any other week, please fill out an Altar Flower Order Form (found in the Narthex) and place it in the offering plate with your payment.  They are $24.00 per arrangement.  
**********************************************************

GOOD GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: The Good Grief Support Group will meet on Wednesday, March 7th at 7:00 PM.  If this will be the first time you are attending, please call 412-224-4700 to let them know you will be coming.  There is no fee and the support group is open to anyone in our church or community who has experienced the pain of death and needs help working through their loss and managing their grief.
**********************************************************
11:30 MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICE SCHEDULE

at First United Church of Christ on Main Street

***Lunch at 12:30 provided by the Colonial Grille – Cost $5.00***

March 7th 

         Topic: “Christ Taught Us to Care”

Scripture: John 19:25-27
         Speaker:
  Abraham Sandler


Special Music: Jimmie Ruth Caughron

March 14th 

         Topic: “Dark Despair &the Way Through”  Scripture: Matthew 27:46; Luke 15:33-39

         Speaker:
 Rev. Carlisle Lloyd 

       Special Music:  Virginia Wilson
March 21st 

         Topic: “Christ and Our Basic Needs”

Scripture:  John 19:28, 29
         Speaker: Rev. Ron Durika


Special Music: Vicki Booher 

March 28th  

         Topic: “What Calvary Completed”

Scripture:  John 19:30
         Speaker: Dr. Clifton Suehr


Special Music:  Norma Fowkes
April 4th 

         Topic: “The Victory of the Cross”

Scripture:  Luke 23:44-49
         Speaker:  Dr. Ron Wakeman


Special Music:  Diane Waddell

THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH



  





ANNOUNCEMENTS
**********************************************************
5TH ANNUAL “RACE FOR GRACE”: The money the children collect in their "cups" following the children's sermon during the month of March will be given to the “Reflections of Grace Foundation.” 

The Outreach Committee is once again forming a team for the 5th Annual Race for Grace. Many of you know Grace was the precious daughter of Brian & Tamara Ekis and the granddaughter of Rev. Thomas & Narda Funk, our former minister and his wife. The event will be held at the Norwin High School on Saturday, March 31, 2012. You may register online at Reflectionsofgrace.org or get a paper registration form in the office. Our team name is "First United Methodist Church of Irwin". This year, we plan to be a Silver Sponsor for the race. Among other things, our church name will be listed on the race program, on the back of approximately 2,000 t-shirts, and on event signage, including the race banner. 
You may help this wonderful cause by being on the team for the 5K run, 5K walk, or 1 mile walk. Adult $ 20 ($ 25 beginning March 1)...Child (12 & under) $ 15 ($ 20 beginning March 1) Includes T-shirt (while supplies last) OR you may make a donation. If you donate through your regular church envelope and mark the extra giving for Race for Grace, it will be totaled with your church contributions. 
**********************************************************
ALTAR FLOWERS: Families purchase the altar flowers each week in memory or in honor of loved ones.  After the 10:45 service they may take the arrangement home with them.  If you cannot take your flowers home with you on Sunday, they will be put in the church office on Monday morning and you may pick them up there.

Please do not remove flowers from the altar arrangements unless you have purchased them or you have asked permission from the family who purchased them.
**********************************************************
“PROJECT HAPPY FEET”: Total donations for the month of February were $701.32.  Thank you to everyone who helped.
*********************************************************
EASTER BASKETS: The Easter Bunny is coming, but he needs your help.  The Easter basket poster is in the narthex.  Please sign your name in the squares next to the items you wish to donate.  All items need to be brought in by Palm Sunday, April 1st.  Please place foods that need to be kept cold in the refrigerator in the coffee area or give to one of the ushers.  If you are donating a gift card, please put it in the mail slot in the office door.  Thank you for supporting the Outreach committee and for helping families in our area have a happier Easter season.   
************************************************ 
Wanted!  Coffee Hour Coordinator 

If you are interested in seeing our Coffee Hour return and are willing to organize a committee and a schedule of volunteers to assist in setting up this activity, please let the church office know the best way to contact you.

**********************************************************
“THE UPPER ROOM”: The March/April issue of the Upper Room is now available.  This daily devotional is filled with inspiring stories from Christians around the world, scriptures, and prayers to help guide you through your day.  Both small and large print copies are available.  Pick one up in the Narthex today.
************************************************ 
INCOME TAX ASSISTANCE: Free Income Tax Service will again be offered for taxpayers in this area who have low and moderate incomes.  This assistance will come from IRS trained volunteer tax councilors who will help in the preparation of Federal and State income tax returns, and for those who qualify, PA Property Tax/Rent Rebate Forms.  For more information, dates, and times, please see the notice on the bulletin board.

**********************************************************

NAME TAGS: Beginning on February 26, and continuing every Sunday through Easter, the Witness Committee would like everyone to wear your name tags. We have many visitors during this season and this is one way to welcome them. The tags are grouped by families and may be picked up in the narthex (entrance hall) of the sanctuary. There are blank tags available if you are a visitor or cannot find your tag.  If you took yours home in order to avoid searching every week, please search your home, find it and wear on these Sundays. If you have unused lanyards in your home, we would appreciate any donations, as some of the ones we purchased have disappeared. After each service, name tags may be placed in containers near the exit doors. Thank you for your help and participation.
**********************************************************

CLEARANCES! If you work with the youth of the church in any capacity, you are required to complete the Criminal Record Check and the Child Abuse History Clearance. Our church has a legal responsibility to protect our children and those with disabilities from abuse while they are here attending a church functions.  This includes Teachers, Nursery helpers, VBS staff & helpers, Youth helpers & drivers, etc. If you have already gotten your clearances but haven’t taken them to the office yet for Debbie to copy & file in the safe, please do so as soon as possible. The safety of our youth is so important! We would like to have everyone on file, or in the process of filing for these clearances by March 31, 2012. Blank forms are available on the file cabinet in the office. If you hand them back to the office staff or place them in the office door slot, the church will pay all the fees.  When the clearances are returned to you, one of the office staff or Rev. Lake must see the certified, original paper.  They can then make a copy of it and return the original to you.  Again, the church office must see the original.  Thank You!

**********************************************************
CONGRATULATIONS TO HUNTER MCGOWAN: Hunter McGowan, son of Mike & Patti McGowan, was recently notified that he will be one of 20 recipient in the United States of the 2012 Yes I Can! Award from the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC).  Hunter is a 10th grade student at Norwin High School and has deaf-blindness disabilities.  The Yes I Can! Award honors children and youth with disabilities who excel in one of several different categories including academics, athletics, school and community activities, self-advocacy, technology, or transition.  In Hunter’s case it was difficult to choose just one category as he has excelled in all the areas.  The Yes I Can! Awards will be presented on Friday, April 13th at the CEC Convention in Denver, Colorado.  From The Norwin Star, February 2, 2012. 

To help Hunter and his family defray the cost of the trip to the awards ceremony, there will be an “ALL YOU CAN EAT SPAGHETTI DINNER” on Sunday, March 18, 2012 from1:00 PM – 4:00 PM at the Irwin Moose Lodge, 530 Oak St., Irwin. Adults $10.00, Sr. Citizens $8.00, Children 4-12 $5.00, 3& under Free. 

Wednesday, March 7





8:00 AM – 1:00 PM the church office will be closed for the Annual Financial Audit 





11:30 Midweek Lenten Service at First United Church of Christ on Main Street


    Topic: “Christ Taught Us to Care”	Scripture: John 19:25-27


    Speaker:  Abraham Sandler		Special Music: Jimmie Ruth Caughron


	***Lunch at 12:30 provided by the Colonial Grille – Cost $5.00***


  7:00 Disciple 1


  7:00 Good Grief Support Group





Tuesday, March 6


  9:00 Men’s Work Team


  3:30 Dance Team


  6:15 TOPS


  6:30 Witness


  7:30 NA








Monday, March 5


  9:00 Mezzanine Level in use


10:00 UM Women Executive Board


  7:00 Dartball - H
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310 Oak Street, Irwin, PA 15642


724-863-6858
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Rev. David S. Lake – Pastor


Jack L. Tickle III – Youth Minister


Wendell Campbell –Lay Minister of Visitation


Dianne Runser – Director of Music Ministry











Next Sunday, March 11


3rd Sunday in Lent, Baptism


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School


10:45 Worship


12:00 Kitchen & Kiwanis Rooms in use


12:30 FISH & CHIPS


  2:00 Lay Speaker School (Harrison City)


  2:45 Temple Chimes


  3:30 SonShiners


  4:30 Living Last Supper Choir


  5:45 Living Last Supper - pulpit side


  6:00-9:00 Gym in use


  7:00 Stewardship Bible Study
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Saturday, March 10


  8:00 District meetings


10:00 Food Bank – help needed


10:00 Living Last Supper Rehearsal  


























Friday, March 9


  9:30 Food Bank Truck – help needed


  6:00 Gym in use  








Today, Sunday, March 4


2nd Sunday in Lent, Communion


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School


10:45 Worship


12:30 FISH & CHIPS


  2:00 Lay Speaker School (Harrison City)


  2:45 Temple Chimes


  3:30 SonShiners


  4:30 Living Last Supper Choir


  6:00-9:00 Gym in use


  7:00 Stewardship Bible Study






































Thursday, March 8


  4:00 Gym in use


  6:00 Gym in use


  6:15 C. Bells


  7:00 Outreach


  7:15 Choir


  8:00 Living Last Supper Rehearsal
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