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November 11, 2012
23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Baptism Sunday
Veteran’s Day
  GATHERING & WELCOME     (Please sign the red pad in the pews.)
  MUSIC OF PREPARATION
8:15  “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee”

         10:45  “The Gift of Love” - Cathedral Bells
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

  L:  Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in vain.
  P:  Build us into a spiritual house, O God, that we may truly be your people.
  L:  Unless the Lord guards the city, the guards keep watch in vain.
  P:  Guard our hearts and minds, O God, that we may walk in your ways.
  L:  Unless the Lord is the center of worship, our words and praise are in vain.
  P:  Be with us now, O God, that we may taste eternity.
*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 384
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
*OPENING PRAYER

   God of infinitie possibility, the world says no, but you say yes; the world warns against marrying foreigners but you transform our boldness into a blessing for all people; the world values the benevolence of the rich but you cherish the sacrifice of the poor.  Build us into a house with a firm foundation, that the labors of our hands may endure the sands of time and the ravages of age.  Guard the walls of our spirit, that we may withstand the temptation to put our faith in things that do not endure rather than in the sanctuary of your love.  Amen
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (10:45) 


BAPTISMAL COVENANT II (page 39)

       CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE


We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in Christian love.  As members together with you in the body of Christ and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church, we renew our        covenant faithfully to participate 
in the ministries of the Church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

  SCRIPTURE READING

Hebrews 9:24-28 

*RECOGNITION OF VETERANS

*LITANY FOR VETERAN’S DAY 

   L: Let us give thanks to God for the land of our birth with all its chartered liberties. For all the wonder of our country's story:

   P: We give you thanks, O God.

   L: For leaders in nation and state, and for those who in days past and in these present times have labored for the commonwealth:

   P: We give you thanks, O God.

   L: For those who in all times and places have been true and brave, and in the worlds common ways have lived upright lives and ministered to their fellows:

   P: We give you thanks, O God.

   L: For those who served their country in its hour of need, and especially for those who gave even their lives in that service:

   P: We give you thanks, O God.

   L: O Almighty God and most merciful Father, as we remember these your servants, remembering with gratitude their courage and strength, we hold before you those who mourn them. Look upon your bereaved servants with your mercy. As this day brings them memories of those they have lost awhile, may it also bring your consolation and the assurance that their loved ones are alive now and forever in your living presence.

A LITANY FROM THE BOOK OF WORSHIP FOR UNITED STATES FORCES (1974), No. 625

(One-time permission to print and use this litany in congregational worship has been granted by The Armed Forces Chaplains' Board, Washington, D.C.)
MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 


THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH


THE WORK OF THE CHURCH

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.

  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 

  ANTHEM 
  8: 15  “The Gift of Love” 

 10:45  “Give Thanks to the Lord” – SonShiners

  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

  OFFERTORY     “Salute to the Armed Forces”

*DOXOLOGY (tune – “Lord of the Dance”)
“For the gift of creation, for the gift of your love,

And the gift of the Spirit by which we live,

We thank you and give you the fruit of our hands.

May your grace be proclaimed by the gifts that we give.” Amen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS

All-giving God who has held nothing back, as we give these gifts this morning, bless them and multiply them. We know that we give out of our abundance, but we long for the generosity and sacrifice exhibited by the widow who caught the attention of Jesus as she gave her last two coins. Her gift was multiplied, as throughout the ages her act of selflessness has been lifted up for our inspiration and emulation. Help us to embrace that kind of extravagant generosity and boundless trust. We pray this in the name of Jesus, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.   

*HYMN No. 2149
“Living for Jesus”
  SERMON SCRIPTURE READING
Mark 12:38-44

  SERMON



*HYMN OF PARTING No. 399
“Take My Life, and Let It Be”
  BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING
“Praise God!”

*Those who are able, please stand.

**********************************************************************

THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH
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The Community Thanksgiving Service at Norwin Christian Church that was scheduled for Sunday, November 18th has been cancelled for this year.



Since the end of World War II, observances of Armistice Day have been held all over the nation, but especially in our national cemeteries and monuments and at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Washington, D.C. The president and many state governors have issued proclamations. Countless communities, veterans groups, and civic clubs and organizations have held local observances. Armistice Day became Veterans' Day by an act of Congress in 1954, changing its purpose and scope. President Eisenhower called on the nation to remember the sacrifices of those who fought in all our nation's wars, to celebrate the contributions of all veterans of military service, and to rededicate ourselves to the task of promoting an enduring peace. It is Eisenhower's call that remains the three-fold purpose of Veterans' Day: remembering those who fought and died, celebrating all veterans, and promoting an enduring peace.

We will recognize all of our veterans at our worship services today.

***********************

If you have a family member or friend who is in the military and will be away from home for the holidays, please give their address to the office by Sunday, November 18th.   We will publish the addresses in the December/January Newsletter so that our church family can send them holiday greetings. 

******************************************************************
ANNOUNCEMENTS

******************************************************************
CHILDREN’S COLLECTIONS 
Today’s offering will be sent to the Veteran Association, Pittsburgh Healthcare 


System’s Voluntary Services to benefit disabled veterans in our area.

11/18 & 25 – Westmoreland County Food Bank District Center
11/4/12 – UMCOR for the victims of Hurricane Sandy - $272.83
********************************************************

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP: Our next class will meet on Wednesday, November 14th at 10:00 AM.  We will continue our study of the women’s lives mentioned in Exodus, Numbers, and Leviticus, with an emphasis on Miriam (Moses’ sister.)  

Any woman who is interested in learning more about the Bible is invited to attend our informal monthly class on the 2nd Wednesday of each month, from September through May, at 10:00 AM.  
**********************************************************

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED for Sunday, November 18th.  If you are interested in sponsoring the flowers for that Sunday or any other Sunday, please fill out an Altar Flower Order Form (found in the Narthex) and place it in the offering plate with your payment.  They are $24.00 per arrangement.  

********************************************************

FELLOWSHIP NIGHT - November 14th @ 6:30 pm. Please come and share a soup & salad dinner (provided this month by the Women's Book Study group) followed by great fellowship and a chance to "get to know your church better!" Please sign up on the clipboard that is passed through the pews on Sunday mornings, or call the office. Hope to see you all there!
********************************************************

ACOLYTE PROGRAM: We hope to revive the Acolyte program. Anyone in grades 4 and up who would be interested in serving as an acolyte should contact Dianne Runser. 

********************************************************

DECORATING FOR THE ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SEASON:  Don’t forget to stay after second service next week for Hanging of the Greens. Our church is beautifully decorated during Advent and Christmas, but it takes many hands to make it happen. Pizza lunch will be provided. 

********************************************************

THANKSGIVING FOOD BAGS: The Outreach committee is again filling Thanksgiving food bags for families in need. We have 1 more week to sign up for our Thanksgiving food bags. There are still many blank spaces available and we really need your help. Please sign your name next to the item or items you would be willing to buy to help these families have a great Thanksgiving. All items are due to be brought in by Sunday, November 18th. Anyone bringing frozen pies in please place them in the freezer in the back room. Other perishable food should be placed in that refrigerator. Please do not place them just in the narthex.
Thank you for your continued support.  The Outreach Committee

******************************************************************

THE ZIMBABWE MISSION PROJECTS: As part of our partnership with Zimbabwe, the Greensburg District has selected two projects to support.  The projects are two congregations which have initiated building projects and need to have their roofs completed.  The churches are Kariba and Kajokoto United Methodist Churches in the Harare West District.  The total cost of these two projects is $16,000 and the goal was to raise these funds be the end of 2012. Unlike American work projects with payment plans and loans, if these churches do not receive the entire amount, the roofing projects will be stopped at whatever phase in building when funds run out. 

The Greensburg District Youth are participating in raising money for these projects. To encourage our youth to contribute for this, there will be a competition between the FISH (8-12th grades) and CHIPS (5-7th grades). Whichever age group raises more money, they will get a Kerber’s Ice Cream Outing instead of a normal youth meeting sometime in the Spring. 

There will be two containers in the Narthex after services. Paper money and change go into the containers and checks go into the attached envelopes. All of the money will be counted on Monday November 19th to be turned in during the All-Night Greensburg District Youth Bowling event on Friday November 23rd. 

Let us continue to do our part with the other churches in our district and raise this $16,000 for our sisters and brothers who are with us in ministry.
******************************************************************

YEAR-ROUND YOUTH GROUP FUNDRAISER: For anyone that has Verizon Wireless cell phones, there is a way you can help the FISH & CHIPS youth groups without any cost to yourself!  There are forms available online and in the bulletin boards by the main doors that you can take with you any time you renew or get a new line. If you take a coupon from the form to a Verizon Wireless Zone location, they will donate $20 per each line renewed or new activation. They are an authorized Verizon retailer and can do everything a normal store can. Available only at locations listed on the flyers.  You can share the flyers and coupons at the bottom with your family and friends. While we are always willing to accept donations to help the youth, this is a way that we can raise money year-round doing something we were planning on anyway. Thank you for your support! 
******************************************************************
“THE DAILY BREAD”: The new issue of “The Daily Bread” is now available on the Narthex table.  Please take as many as you want/need.  These would make a great stocking stuffer.  December, January & February months are included with this issue.  Enjoy.  You may leave a donation in the offering plate if you are able.
******************************************************************
SOUP COOKBOOK...Sue Frye is compiling soup recipes from our church members into a simple Soup Cookbook and she needs YOUR recipes ! Have you ever made a soup for the Outreach soup luncheons ? Maybe you just have a favorite soup recipe ? Everybody is welcome to submit a soup recipe. Please get your recipe to the church office. The last day to submit recipes is Sunday, November 25th. The Soup Cookbooks will be available after printing for a small donation.

******************************************************************

"THANK YOU" to all the soup makers, all the dessert bakers, the Harvesters for their help with set-up, and to everyone who attended our soup luncheon last Sunday. The event was a huge success !! We will be sending $ 600.00 to The Eighth Avenue Place, a United Methodist sponsored food kitchen/shelter in the Pittsburgh area....from the Outreach Committee

******************************************************************

FRUIT SALE The Outreach Committee is holding a Fruit Sale again this year. See the flyer in the bulletin next week. Orders will be taken in the narthex following services beginning next week.  Please pay when ordering. Orders will be delivered in January.  All proceeds from the sale will help with our outreach projects.

Ruby Red Grapefruit



Navel Oranges
20 pounds...16-24 per full box


20 pounds...28-40  full box

Orchard fresh





Sugar Sweet

Rich in Vitamin C




Ready to Eat

Seedless

Combination Box




Price per Full box
Half Grapefruit / Half Oranges



$16.00
Can’t eat all that fruit?  You can order either a half box of grapefruit or a half box of oranges.  No combination boxes.  Price per Half box - $8.00

******************************************************************

CLEANING BUCKET: The Greensburg District UMC is still asking for Cleaning Buckets to help the victims of the recent storms and flooding.  To assist area churches with this endeavor, the District office will provide the empty buckets for the churches to fill.   We have obtained 5 of those buckets.  If you are unable to provide the contents for an entire bucket but would still like to help, there are slips for individual items on a poster in the Narthex.  Simply take one (or more) slips, purchase the item on the slip (all items must be new), and return it on or before Sunday, November 25th.  Many of the items are available at the dollar stores in our area.  Please help us do our part and fill the 5 Cleaning Buckets.
******************************************************************

THE LIVING LAST SUPPER DVD: Do your holiday shopping early. A DVD of the Living Last Supper would make a perfect gift for anyone. They are sturdily packaged so you can easily mail them to those out of town. The cost is $10 per DVD and may be purchased from Dianne Runser.

******************************************************************

OPERATION REINDEER 2012: The holiday season is quickly approaching and Operation Reindeer 2012 has officially begun.  Operation Reindeer collects NEW gifts for individuals spending the holiday at Torrance State Hospital, as well as for mental health out-patients who live in the community and receive services through Westmoreland Case Management and Supports, Inc.  Our reindeer, “Rudy”, will be in the Narthex with his box awaiting NEW, UNWRAPPED and UNBOXED items for these individuals.  The Outreach Committee has supported this gift drive for many years and we have been so grateful to have such a generous and giving congregation.  Our drive this year will begin on November 4th and will continue through November 25th.  Please see the insert in today’s bulletin or the November newsletter for gift.

******************************************************************

ANGEL TREE: Attention First United Methodist Members. We are in search for families with children 17 years of age and under who could use our help this coming Christmas. If you have a family member, friend, neighbor, co-worker, etc. that is having trouble this year, please let them know we want to help. We can offer them a food bag and put their children’s names on our Angel Tree so they might have gifts under their tree. Please contact the church office by November 16th with their name, address and phone number. 

also

CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS: The sign up board for Christmas Food Baskets and the Angel Tree will be up and ready next week. We have many families that need our support and your generosity in the past has been overwhelming. Many of these families have fallen on hard times and really need our help. If any church group would like to purchase an item of their choice for the families to add to the food bags it will be very welcomed. It could be a beverage, breakfast item, lunch item, etc.  We thank you in advance for your continued support in this mission. 

The Outreach Committee

******************************************************************
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Tuesday, November 13


  9:00 Men’s Work Team


  6:15 TOPS


  6:30 Witness


  7:00 Trustees


  7:30 NA





Monday, November 12


10:00 UM Women


  7:00 Dartball - Home



































Next Sunday, November 18


25th Sunday after Pentecost


Newsletter Deadline


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School – Youth & Adult


10:45 Worship


12:00 Hanging of the Greens


  2:00 Temple Chimes


  2:45 SonShiners


  3:30 Temple Bells


  6:00 CHIPS


  7:00 FISH & CHIPS combined


  7:30 FISH











Thursday, November 15


  5:00 Irwin Light-up Night


  6:00 Gym in use
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Wednesday, November 14


10:00 Women’s Bible Study


  6:15 C. Bells


  6:30 Fellowship Night


  7:00 Disciple 2


  7:15 Choir  

















Today, Sunday, November 11


24rd Sunday after Pentecost


Baptism – Veteran’s Day


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School – Youth & Adult


10:45 Worship


  2:00 Temple Chimes


  2:45 SonShiners


  3:30 Temple Bells


  6:00 CHIPS


  7:00 FISH & CHIPS combined


  7:30 FISH
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