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November 17, 2013
  GATHERING & WELCOME 

  BRINGING IN THE LIGHT

  MUSIC OF PREPARATION
 “Let All Things Now Living”
*CALL TO WORSHIP   

    L: Blessed are they who put their hope in God.

    P: The headlines may be dismal. The news may be alarming.
    L: Our hope is in the One who made heaven and earth.

    P: Neither violence nor fear will shake our trust in God.
    L: Natural disasters will happen. War will maim and destroy life.

    P: Men and women will exploit, abuse and desecrate one another.
    L: But we will hold fast to faith. 

    P: We will work for peace and justice.
    L: We will love and care for our neighbors.

    P: We will trust in God who is sovereign and just.
    L: Our hope is in the Lord! 

    P: Praise the Lord! Let us all praise the Lord who gives us hope!
*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 368
“My Hope Is Built”
  SCRIPTURE  READING 
 Isaiah 65:17-25

  OPENING PRAYER 

   Your new heaven and new earth beckons, O God.  In the midst of war, famine, and plague, call us into your future with hope and expectation, that we may joyously work to bring your realm which has no end.  Amen
  MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 


THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH


THE WORK OF THE CHURCH

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.

  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 

  ANTHEM
  8:15 “Joy in the Morning” 

10:45 “Let Us Rejoice” - SonShiners and Chancel Choir
  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

  OFFERTORY 
“Pastorale”

*DOXOLOGY (tune – “Lord of the Dance”)
“For the gift of creation, for the gift of your love,

And the gift of the Spirit by which we live,

We thank you and give you the fruit of our hands.

May your grace be proclaimed by the gifts that we give.” Amen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS 
Heavenly God, you speak to us through the words of the prophets, but also through your revelation in the world you’ve created and the people who inhabit it. You have held up a vision for a heavenly kingdom you desire for us, where suffering is gone, compassion is present, and justice reigns. May the gifts we offer this morning, the service we offer throughout the week, and the prayers of blessing and gratitude we lift with each breath, help usher that kingdom into our world and into our hearts. We ask this in the name of Christ, our rock and redeemer. Amen.
*HYMN No. 427
“Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life”
  SERMON SCRIPTURE 
  Luke 21:5-19

  SERMON
  

*HYMN OF PARTING No.  117

“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”

  BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING
“Sing Praise to God”

*Those who are able, please stand.

THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH
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******************************************************************
ANNOUNCEMENTS
******************************************************************
CHILDREN’S COLLECTIONS: This week our children’s collection will be given to the UMCOR for the disaster relief in the Philippines.

Matt Back Family – 11/10/2013 - $233.68

******************************************************************
MEALS ON WHEELS: The November 21, 3013 Applebee’s “Dining to Donate” flyers  are on the bulletin board by the parking lot entrance.  If you are planning to dine at Applebee’s on November 21st please take one of the flyers with you and give it to your server.  15% of your bill will be donated to the Norwin Area Meals on Wheels program.  

The Meals on Wheels program helps feed the shut-in in our area.  For more information, pick up one of their brochures (located with the “Dining to Donate” flyers), call 724-861-9202, or go to their website at www.NorwinAreaMOW.org
******************************************************************
THANKSGIVING ENVELOPE:  Money received in the Thanksgiving Envelope, sent with your packet of envelopes, goes to support our Food bank here at Irwin First.  Thank you in advance for your support.
******************************************************************

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS: It’s time once again to order the beautiful poinsettias that adorn our church at Christmas! Please see the enclosed order form for complete information.  Extra order forms are on the table in the Narthex.  Payment is due with the order and must be turned in by next Sunday, November 24th. 

******************************************************************

FROM THE FINANCE CHAIR, LAURIE: 

Christmas Cookie Sale...The order forms are on a table in the narthex, and all the cookies are pictured!  Each box makes 8 dozen small or 4 dozen large cookies, so you can share an order with a friend to get a variety!  Orders will be taken until November 24th.  All orders and checks payable to First United Methodist can be placed in the office door slot.  Thank you for supporting the Mission Share 2013!

******************************************************************

THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKETS: As we enter November, many families will be planning their upcoming holiday meals.  Did you have leftovers at your last holiday meal?  I know we did and I can’t remember a time when we didn’t have containers full of leftovers.  Unfortunately, this is not the case for all families.  This year, more than 60 households have made a request for a Thanksgiving basket.  Once again the Outreach Committee will be addressing this need in our community.  A poster is in the Narthex with a list of everything needed.  Please sign up to contribute to the much needed baskets.  All donations are due back to the church by Sunday November 24th.  If you prefer not to shop but would like to help, please feel free to make a monetary donation and we will do the shopping for you.  
*****************************************************************

OPERATION REINDEER 2013: It’s that time of the year … time for the 49th annual “Operation Reindeer” gift drive to begin.  “Operation Reindeer” is the holiday gift drive for residents of Torrance State Hospital; and the Westmoreland Casemanagement and Support Inc. (WCSI) clients who reside in our communities and receive mental health services through WCSI.   The Outreach Committee has chosen to support this gift drive again this year.  Our reindeer “Ruby” will be in the narthex beginning November 3rd and will remain there until November 24th to collect your gifts.  Please see the November newsletter for the list which provides a guideline in selection your gifts.  Extra copies of the list are on the table in the Narthex.  All gifts must be NEW, UNBOXED, and UNWRAPPED.  The Outreach Committee wishes to thank all of you for your generous support of this project in the past.  

*****************************************************************

BAZAAR GIFT BASKETS:  Remaining baskets from the bazaar have been moved upstairs to the Adult Sunday School room (outside of the Pastor's office).  Proceeds from this final sale will support the Rick Simms Mission Work Trip to Phillippi, WV.  
******************************************************************
FROM THE WITNESS COMMITTEE
LIGHT-UP NIGHT: On Thursday, November 21, our church will be hosting a booth on Main Street in the bank parking lot opposite the Christmas tree. We will be “selling” our church. We need volunteers to help set up at 3:00 PM, to work the booth during the evening, and to help clean up after the parade. We will be distributing free bottled water and candy canes, with information about all the great things that go on at First UMC, Irwin. Please help us tell the community what a friendly and active church we are. There will be a sign-up sheet passed during the service to volunteer.
**************
HANGING OF THE GREENS:  We will be decorating our sanctuary for the Advent/Christmas season on Sunday, November 24, immediately after the 10:45 AM service (noon?). Lunch will be provided. Many hands are needed to make our church beautiful inside. Lunch will be served for the workers. We hope to be done by 2:00 PM. We also hope to have a TV available so interested people can check on the Steeler game occasionally. There will be a sign-up sheet at the entrance to the sanctuary to volunteer. Please sign so that we know how much lunch to prepare.
**************
ADVENT WREATH CANDLE LIGHTERS:   December 1 is the first week of Advent. Volunteers are needed to light the candles in our advent wreath at each service.  There will be a sign-up sheet passed during the service to volunteer.
**************
ACOLYTES:   Young people (grades 3 and up) are needed to serve as acolytes for both services, especially during the Advent season. You would not be serving every week. This is a chance to serve your church and assist in worship.
******************************************************************
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Thursday, November 21


  3:00 Witness set-up for Light-Up Night


  5:00 Irwin Light-Up Night festivities begin


  5:30 Gym in use


  6:30 Parade begins








Today, Sunday, November 17


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School 


10:45 Worship


  2:00 FISH & CHIPS 


  4:00Temple Bells (all age ringers)


  4:45 SonShiners








Friday, November 22


December/January Newsletter Deadline








Monday, November 18


  7:00 Dartball - Away





Next Sunday, November 24


Christ the King Sunday


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School 


10:45 Worship


12:30 Hanging of the Greens


  2:00 FISH & CHIPS 


  4:00Temple Bells (all age ringers)


  4:45 SonShiners





Tuesday, November 19


  9:00 Men’s Work Team


  5:30Gym in use


  6:15 TOPS


  7:00 Finance


  7:30 Church Council


  7:30 NA





Wednesday, November 20


  6:15 C. Bells


  6:30 Good Grief


  7:00 Disciple 3


  7:00 Women’s Book Study


  7:00 Yoga


  7:15 Choir
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