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November 11, 2012
24th Sunday after Pentecost
  GATHERING & WELCOME     (Please sign the red pad in the pews.)
  MUSIC OF PREPARATION

8:15 “Now Thank We All Our God with Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”
10:45 “Worship the King Medley” Temple Bells
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

  L:  Come to Christ, that living stone, rejected by the world, but in God’s sight chosen and precious.

  P:  We have responded to Christ’s call, and seek to be built into a spiritual house, a living reminder of God’s presence on earth.

  L:  Once we were no people, but now we are God’s people, called out of the darkness into God’s marvelous light. Therefore we sing with the Church in all ages:

  P:  Blessed be your name, O God, our Redeemer. By your mercy we have been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 117
 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”

*OPENING PRAYER

   O God whose will is justice for the poor and peace for the afflicted, let your herald’s urgent voice pierce our hardened hearts and announce the dawn of your kingdom. Before the advent of the One who baptizes with the fire of the Holy Spirit, let our complacency give way to conversion, oppression to justice, and conflict to acceptance of one another in Christ. We ask this through the One whose coming is certain, whose day draws near: your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  SCRIPTURE READING

Hebrews 10:11-25  

  THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH

  THE WORK OF THE CHURCH

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.

  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 

  ANTHEM 
10:45 “All That I Am” - Chancel Choir
  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

  OFFERTORY     “All Thanks and Praise to God”
*DOXOLOGY (tune – “Lord of the Dance”)
“For the gift of creation, for the gift of your love,

And the gift of the Spirit by which we live,

We thank you and give you the fruit of our hands.

May your grace be proclaimed by the gifts that we give.” Amen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS

God of love and grace, we are reminded this morning that you love the poor, and that it makes your heart glad when the poor are taken care of, lifted from the ashes to sit with princes. As we give our gifts this day, we pray that these gifts might reach those who are poor and needy – financially, physically, emotionally, and spiritually. May it please you, we pray, when we live out a love and care for the poor that would model the way of Jesus. In his name, we pray. Amen.
*HYMN No. 2036 

“Give Thanks”

  SERMON SCRIPTURE

Mark 13:1-8

  SERMON



*HYMN OF PARTING No. 3186

 “Days of Elijah”

  Verse 1

      These are the days of Elijah,

       Declaring the Word of the Lord.

       And these are the days of your servant, Moses;

       Righteousness being restored.

       And though these are days of great trials,

       Of famine and darkness and sword,

       Still we are the voice in the dessert crying,

      “Prepare ye the way of the Lord.”

  Refrain

     Behold he comes riding on the clouds, shining like the sun at the trumpet call.

     So lift your voice, it’s the year of Jubilee.  And out of Zion’s hill salvation comes.

  Verse 2

       These are the days of Ezekiel,

       The dry bones becoming as flesh.

       And these are the days of your servant, David;

       Rebuilding the temple of praise.

       And though these are days of the harvest,

       The fields are as white in the world,

       And we are your laborers in your vineyard

       Declaring the Word of the Lord.

Refrain (2 times)

     Behold he comes riding on the clouds, shining like the sun at the trumpet call.

     So lift your voice, it’s the year of Jubilee.  And out of Zion’s hill salvation comes.

© 1996 Song Solutions Daybreak UK, admin. in North and South America by 

Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media, Inc.

CCLI license #1584024

  BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING
“Let All Things Now Living”
*Those who are able, please stand.

**********************************************************************

THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH
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The Community Thanksgiving Service at Norwin Christian Church that was scheduled for today has been cancelled for this year.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

******************************************************************
CHILDREN’S COLLECTIONS 

11/18 & 25 – Westmoreland County Food Bank District Center

11/4/12 – UMCOR for the victims of Hurricane Sandy - $272.83

11/11/12 – VA Voluntary Services - $204.04

********************************************************

DECORATING FOR THE ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SEASON:  Don’t forget to stay after second service this week for Hanging of the Greens. Our church is beautifully decorated during Advent and Christmas, but it takes many hands to make it happen. Pizza lunch will be provided. 

********************************************************

If you have a family member or friend who is in the military and will be away from home for the holidays, please give their address to the office by Sunday, November 18th.   We will publish the addresses in the December/January Newsletter so that our church family can send them holiday greetings. 

********************************************************

WELCOMING SMILES NEEDED!  Are you a “people person”?  Would you like to be one?  We are in need of people to serve as greeters before each of our worship services. If you can volunteer to greet on an occasional Sunday, please contact Burnetta Green, put a note in the offering plate, or call the church office. 

********************************************************

SOUP COOKBOOK...Sue Frye is compiling soup recipes from our church members into a simple Soup Cookbook and she needs YOUR recipes ! Have you ever made a soup for the Outreach soup luncheons? Maybe you just have a favorite soup recipe ? Everybody is welcome to submit a soup recipe. Please get your recipe to Sue by emailing her at irwinfirstumc@comcast.net or leave it in the church office. The last day to submit recipes is Sunday, November 25th. The Soup Cookbooks will be available after printing for a small donation.

******************************************************************

FRUIT SALE The Outreach Committee is holding a Fruit Sale again this year. See the flyer in the bulletin. Orders will be taken in the narthex following services beginning this week.  Please pay when ordering. Orders will be delivered in January.  All proceeds from the sale will help with our outreach projects.

******************************************************************

CLEANING BUCKET: The Greensburg District UMC is still asking for Cleaning Buckets to help the victims of the recent storms and flooding.  To assist area churches with this endeavor, the District office will provide the empty buckets for the churches to fill.   We have obtained 5 of those buckets.  If you are unable to provide the contents for an entire bucket but would still like to help, there are slips for individual items on a poster in the Narthex.  Simply take one (or more) slips, purchase the item on the slip (all items must be new), and return it on or before Sunday, November 25th.  Many of the items are available at the dollar stores in our area.  Please help us do our part and fill the 5 Cleaning Buckets.
******************************************************************

COOKIES NEEDED FOR IRWIN MALE CHORUS CONCERT:  We will again be hosting the Irwin Male Chorus in our sanctuary on Sunday, December 9 at 7:00 PM. The concert will be followed by a reception in the fellowship hall. You may bring your cookie donations to the kitchen on Sunday morning or before the concert Sunday evening.  Please plan to attend the concert and invite everyone you know. It is a wonderful way to get in the holiday spirit.

******************************************************************

ACOLYTE PROGRAM: We hope to revive the Acolyte program. Anyone in grades 4 and up who would be interested in serving as an acolyte should contact Dianne Runser. 

********************************************************

THE LIVING LAST SUPPER DVD: Do your holiday shopping early. A DVD of the Living Last Supper would make a perfect gift for anyone. They are sturdily packaged so you can easily mail them to those out of town. The cost is $10 per DVD and may be purchased from Dianne Runser.

******************************************************************

OPERATION REINDEER 2012: The holiday season is quickly approaching and Operation Reindeer 2012 has officially begun.  Operation Reindeer collects NEW gifts for individuals spending the holiday at Torrance State Hospital, as well as for mental health out-patients who live in the community and receive services through Westmoreland Case Management and Supports, Inc.  Our reindeer, “Rudy”, will be in the Narthex with his box awaiting NEW, UNWRAPPED and UNBOXED items for these individuals.  The Outreach Committee has supported this gift drive for many years and we have been so grateful to have such a generous and giving congregation.  Our drive this year will begin on November 4th and will continue through November 25th.  
******************************************************************

ANGEL TREE & CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS: The sign up board for Christmas Food Baskets and the Angel Tree are up in the Narthex. We have many families that need our support and your generosity in the past has been overwhelming. Many of these families have fallen on hard times and really need our help. If any church group would like to purchase an item of their choice for the families to add to the food bags it will be very welcomed. It could be a beverage, breakfast item, lunch item, etc.  We thank you in advance for your continued support in this mission. 

The Outreach Committee

******************************************************************

ADVENT WREATH CANDLE LIGHTERS NEEDED:  We are seeking families of all shapes and sizes to serve as readers and candle lighters during our Advent Wreath lighting ceremonies. This may include parents and children, grandparents, old friends, new friends, classmates, “significant others”, spouses or any combination of the above. If you would like to volunteer for a week, there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex.

******************************************************************

It’s that time of year again!

Kids sign up for Christmas Eve Children’s Service
(Dec 24th 5:30 pm)

This year we will be portraying the Christmas message through a play entitled “Twas the Night Before” – using the structure of a familiar poem to tell the story of Jesus’ birth and the meaning of salvation. 

We will need kids/youth of all ages to participate.  In addition to  reading and non-speaking roles for the play,  we will need to have people as ushers, greeters, and other participants in the service. 

Please join us for an informative
meeting/sign up on:

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH following the 10:45 service in the Parlor (room across from sanctuary)

Any questions or if you are willing to help please contact

Jack Tickle at 724-448-4934 or Jtickle@pts.edu or the church office.

******************************************************************
HELP THE 8TH THROUGH 12TH GRADERS BUY A COW!  During Sunday school last week the 8th through 12th graders discussed an article in that day's Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.  The article discussed how various churches embarked on a project based upon the Parable of the Talents (Matt. 25:14-30).  Basically the idea is that each member of the church who volunteers receives money from the church.  The member is then to “invest” the money to further God’s kingdom on earth.  Volunteers have done many things with the money – raised money for various charities, grown food to share with a food bank, start a fund to help defray adoption costs, and so on.
In our case, each class member was given $10 which they then decided to pool.  After some discussion, it was decided we would try making our seed grow into a cow!  We currently have $80; a cow through Heifer International costs $500.  Heifer international works to end poverty by promoting self-sufficiency through the gift of livestock.   If you would like to help buy a cow this holiday season, please see a member of the Junior or Senior High Sunday School Class or mark a pew envelope  “MOO!”

******************************************************************

THE ZIMBABWE MISSION PROJECTS: As part of our partnership with Zimbabwe, the Greensburg District has selected two projects to support.  The projects are two congregations which have initiated building projects and need to have their roofs completed.  The churches are Kariba and Kajokoto United Methodist Churches in the Harare West District.  The total cost of these two projects is $16,000 and the goal was to raise these funds be the end of 2012. Unlike American work projects with payment plans and loans, if these churches do not receive the entire amount, the roofing projects will be stopped at whatever phase in building when funds run out. 

The Greensburg District Youth are participating in raising money for these projects. To encourage our youth to contribute for this, there will be a competition between the FISH (8-12th grades) and CHIPS (5-7th grades). Whichever age group raises more money, they will get a Kerber’s Ice Cream Outing instead of a normal youth meeting sometime in the Spring. 

There will be two containers in the Narthex after services. Paper money and change go into the containers and checks go into the attached envelopes. All of the money will be counted on Monday November 19th to be turned in during the All-Night Greensburg District Youth Bowling event on Friday November 23rd. 

Let us continue to do our part with the other churches in our district and raise this $16,000 for our sisters and brothers who are with us in ministry.

******************************************************************

YEAR-ROUND YOUTH GROUP FUNDRAISER: For anyone that has Verizon Wireless cell phones, there is a way you can help the FISH & CHIPS youth groups without any cost to yourself!  There are forms available online and in the bulletin boards by the main doors that you can take with you any time you renew or get a new line. If you take a coupon from the form to a Verizon Wireless Zone location, they will donate $20 per each line renewed or new activation. They are an authorized Verizon retailer and can do everything a normal store can. Available only at locations listed on the flyers.  You can share the flyers and coupons at the bottom with your family and friends. While we are always willing to accept donations to help the youth, this is a way that we can raise money year-round doing something we were planning on anyway. Thank you for your support! 

******************************************************************

“THE DAILY BREAD”: The new issue of “The Daily Bread” is now available on the Narthex table.  Please take as many as you want/need.  These would make a great stocking stuffer.  December, January & February months are included with this issue.  Enjoy.  You may leave a donation in the offering plate if you are able.
FRUIT SALE
The Outreach Committee is sponsoring a fruit sale again this year.  All proceeds from the sale will help with our outreach projects.

Ruby Red Grapefruit
20 pounds...16-24 per full box

Orchard fresh

Rich in Vitamin C

Seedless

Navel Oranges
20 pounds...28-40  full box

Sugar Sweet

Ready to Eat

Combination Box

Half Grapefruit / Half Oranges
Price per Full box - $16.00

Can’t eat all that fruit?

You can order either a half box of grapefruit or a half box of oranges.

(No combination boxes)

Price per Half box - $8.00
Place your order and include payment. 

Delivery date in January to be announced.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name:____________________________________   

Phone number:____________

	
	Quantity Full Box

($16.00)
	Quantity Half Box

($8.00)

	Ruby Red Grapefruit 
	
	

	Navel Oranges 
	
	

	Half & Half 
	
	XXXXXX


Total Amount Enclosed ____________________
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Tuesday, November 20


  No Men’s Work Team


  6:15 TOPS


  7:30 NA








Monday, November 19


  No Happy Methodist Group Meeting


  7:00 Dartball - A





Next Sunday, November 25


Christ the King Sunday


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School – Youth & Adult


10:45 Worship


  No Youth Group Meetings


  No Music Group Practices
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Saturday, November 24


Gym in use











Friday, November 23


  Office & Building closed 


  8:45 PM District Youth meeting before 


	All Night Bowling
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Thursday, November 22


   Happy Thanksgiving!


  Office & Building closed





Today, Sunday, November 18


25th Sunday after Pentecost


Newsletter Deadline


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School – Youth & Adult


10:45 Worship


12:00 Hanging of the Greens


  2:00 Temple Chimes


  2:30 District Meeting


  2:45 SonShiners


  3:30 Temple Bells


  6:00 CHIPS


  7:00 FISH & CHIPS combined


  7:30 FISH
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Wednesday, November 21


Gym in use


Good Grief will meet next week


    (Wednesday, November 28th)
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