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October 20, 2013
Musician Dedication and Laity Sunday

WELCOME and MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 


THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH

  MUSIC OF PREPARATION
“Let Us Tune Our Loftiest Song” - Cathedral Bells 
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.

*CALL TO WORSHIP   
  P:  Sing! Sing to the Lord a new song!
  L:  For “new every morning” mercies. for “what the Lord has done for  you!”

  P:  Sing! Sing to the Lord a new song!

  L:  For forgiving the sin that only you and God know about, for grace that is more than sufficient.

    P:  Sing! Sing to the Lord a new song!
    ALL:  For every mountain you brought us over, for hardship you saw us 

through, our souls sing, “Hallelujah, yes,  and amen.”

*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 3012 
“When Words Alone Cannot Express”

  1. When words alone cannot express
          2. When speech erodes and tempers flare,

         all that our hearts ache to confess,

     when peace gives way to idle dare,

         bring music! Alleluia!



     bring music! Alleluia!
         Bring melody and rhythmic fire!

     Let psalms restore our memory
         Bring instruments, bring bells and choir!
     that God has made us to be free!
         Bring music! Alleluia! Alleluia!

     Bring music! Alleluia! Alleluia!
         Alleluia! Alleluia!



     Alleluia! Alleluia!

  UNISON PRAYER 
     We are people who must sing you, for the sake of our very lives. You are a God who must be sung by us, for the sake of your majesty and honor. And so we thank you,   for lyrics that push us past our  reasons, for melodies that break open our  givens,    for cadences that locate us home, beyond all our safe places, for tones and tunes that open our lives  beyond control and our futures beyond despair. We thank you for the long parade of mothers and fathers who have sung you deep and true; we thank you for the good company of artists, poets, musicians, cantors, and instruments that sing for us and with us, toward you. We are witnesses to your mercy and splendor. We will not keep silent … ever again. Amen.

  SCRIPTURE READING

Psalm 95 

    L:  O Come, let us sing to the Lord;
    P:  Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
    L:  Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving;
  P:  Let us make a joyful noise with songs of praise!

  L:  For the Lord is a great God, and a great Ruler above all gods, in whose hands are the depths of the earth and also the heights of the mountains.
  P:  The sea belongs to God who made it, and the dry land, because God formed it.
  L:  O come, let us worship and bow down,
    P:  Let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!

    L:  For the Lord is our God,

    P:  We are the people of God’s pasture, the sheep of God’s hand.
  ANTHEM

“A Psalm for Singing”
 Ps. 95:1, 3 - SonShiners

  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 

  ANTHEM

“Sing a Song Medley” 
Ps. 146:1, 2 - SonShiners
  SCRIPTURE READING

 Psalm 89: 1 – 4

    L:  I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, for ever; with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.

    P:  Your steadfast love is established for ever, your faithfulness is firm as the heavens.
    L:  You have said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my servant:

  P:  ‘I will establish your descendants for ever, and build your throne for all generations.’”

  ANTHEM

“Sing of His Mercies”     Ps. 89:1 - Chancel Choir

  HYMN No. 3018 

“Creation Sings”       Psalm 148 and 150

1. Creation sings! And we are in the music,

the movement of God’s energy and art,

a liturgy that links our life to angels,

a litany that rises from the heart.

The Spirit sings! Through love and lamentation,

from Pentecost to joy of Easter day

the universe is resonant with music,

the smallest creature dances to its play.

2. Creation groans at our discordant clashing:

the Spirit comes with music as our friend

to bring the harmony of peace and beauty,

to teach the textures of the way to blend.

O God, you draw the melody from silence,

you make of us the instruments of song!

We offer thanks in worship and in wonder

that such a gift to human souls belong.

  SCRIPTURE READING IN MOTION
“Yahweh (Psalm 68)” 

  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  DEDICATION OF MUSICIANS 

    RECOGNITION OF PERSONS IN MUSIC MINISTRIES

     Pastor: Dear friends, let us recognize those who have responded to the call of God to the ministry of music in the church. To direct, to sing, to play instruments, and to dance are ministries of Christ among us. Those called to these ministries need our loyal support and our prayers.

       We recognize today our Minister of Music, Dianne Runser; the members of the Chancel Choir, the SonShiners, the Cathedral Bells, the Temple Bells.

       Making music to the praise of God in the congregation is a ministry that requires devotion and discipline. Do you accept responsibility for this ministry?

     Musicians: I do.

     Pastor: Will you be faithful to the disciplines of music?

     Musicians: I will.

     Musicians Prayer of Dedication:  We gather today, Lord, to begin another year of serving you. We come with varying gifts, believing that you have created us and called us to the same ministry as David and the Levites, using the gifts of which your servant Paul writes to lead your people in praise and to build up one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.

       We lay our gifts at your feet and pray that you will use us. As we sing, remind us of your love for all your children. Remind us that you have called us to this ministry when we face difficult times: times of fatigue and times of disappointment, times of grief and times of frustration, times of confusion and times of hard work, times when things go badly and especially when things go well.

       Help us to see ourselves as part of your kingdom and to know that you love us solely because you created us. Help us to love you solely because you are our eternal King. These things we pray in the name of him who loved you and who loved us, and who gave himself for us, your Son Jesus Christ. Amen.

     Pastor: May the faith expressed by your music live in our heart, and what you believe in your heart, practice in your life. May God give you grace to offer your music and your life in faithfulness and consecration, now, and in the world to come.

     Pastor to congregation: Dear friends, I commend to you these persons. To them has been given the ministry of music in the church. Will you sustain them with your encouragement and your prayers, as together we seek to offer praise to God?

     Congregation: We will.

     All: O Lord, our God, bless these ministries of music and those who offer them in Your service. Give to these persons love for You and Your people, fullness of heart as they praise You, and diligence that their music may be a worthy offering to Your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
  ANTHEM 
“So I Sing” - Combined Choirs

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

  OFFERTORY “As Longs the Deer for Cooling Streams”   Ps. 42 - Temple Bells

*DOXOLOGY (tune – “Lord of the Dance”)
“For the gift of creation, for the gift of your love,

And the gift of the Spirit by which we live,

We thank you and give you the fruit of our hands.

May your grace be proclaimed by the gifts that we give.” Amen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS 

Great music and little birds remind us of your majesty. Huge sums of money and a widow's coin are both honored when given to tell of your love, your justice, and your mercy. Receive these offerings as signs that we remember that you are greater than our music or our money, for you are the root of it all. Most of all, we marvel that you love us. We are saying thank you, God, as we present this offering in Jesus' name. Amen.

*HYMN No. 3003

“How Great Is Our God” - Ps. 105

1. The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty;

let all the earth rejoice, let all the earth rejoice.

He wraps himself in light, and darkness tries to hide;

it trembles at his voice, it trembles at his voice.

How great is our God! Sing with me, “How great is our God!” 

And all will see how great, how great is our God!

2. Age to age he stands, and time is in his hands;

Beginning and the End, Beginning and the End.

The Godhead, Three in one, Father, Spirit, Son,

the Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb.

How great is our God! Sing with me, “How great is our God!”

And all will see how great, how great is our God!

Name above all names, worthy of all praise;

my heart will sing, “How great is our God!”

  SERMON SCRIPTURE READING

Psalm 150 

    L:  Praise the Lord!  Praise God in his sanctuary;

    P:  Praise God in his mighty firmament!
    L:  Praise God for his mighty deeds;

  P:  Praise God for his exceeding greatness!

  L:  Praise God with trumpet sound;

  P:  Praise God with lute and harp!

  L:  Praise God with tambourine and dance;

    P:  Praise God with strings and pipe!

  L:  Praise God with sounding cymbals;

  P:  Praise God with loud clashing cymbals!

  L:  Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!

    P:  Praise the Lord

  SERMON



*HYMN OF PARTING No.  3183

“As We Go”

As we go, may your Spirit go before us. 
As we go, may we follow where you lead.

May we live what we have learned, 
share the message we have heard, 
and be a light unto the world as we go.

  BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING
“O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing!”

*Those who are able, please stand.

******************************************************

THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH
The Office will be closing at 1:00 PM this week.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
******************************************************************
CHILDREN’S COLLECTIONS: This week our children’s collection will be sent to “Meals on Wheels.” The Meals on Wheels program helps feed the shut-ins in our area.  For more information, pick up one of their brochures (located on the bulletin board at our parking lot entrance), call 724-861-9202, or go to their website at www.NorwinAreaMOW.org
UMCOR – 10/6/2013 - $226.29
$219.60

******************************************************************
WE ARE LOOKING TO FORM A NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMITTEE.  This small group of 3-4 people will be working behind-the-scenes in the Sunday School Department.  NO TEACHING WILL BE REQUIRED!!!  The goal is to ensure cooperation and communication throughout the entire department, allowing smooth transitions from one level to the next.  Responsibilities of the committee members might include maintaining a list of students by grade level, ordering Christmas gifts and 3rd-grade Bibles, promoting Sunday school events and activities, and coordinating efforts between the various grade level departments.  All levels, from toddler through adult, will benefit from this centrally-organized committee.  Please consider offering your time and talents for this effort, ensuring the ongoing success of Christian education in our church!  If interested, please contact the church office.
******************************************************************
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE ANNUAL SOUP SALE LUNCHEON: will be held Sunday November 3, 2013 following the second service).  Soup makers needed.  14 soups can be accommodated so please act quickly to register your soup!  

******************************************************************
PASTOR APPRECIATION SUNDAY: We will celebrate Pastor Appreciation Sunday on October 27th at both services.  If you would like to contribute to a love gift for Pastor David, you may use the “Love Offering” envelopes (found in the pews) and mark “Pastor” on the reverse side.  Please make checks payable to “FUMC.”

*************************************************************************
FROM THE FINANCE CHAIR, LAURIE:

We are now halfway through our series of sermon topics relating to our 2014 Stewardship Campaign.  Last Sunday our topic was “Wisdom and Finance”.  We learned about separating our “wants from our needs”, and wondered about:  When is enough, enough?  

Today our sermon topic will be introduced with scriptures from Psalms.  It deals with cultivating contentment, and how God wants for us to be happy, content people! How appropriate to have this topic at such a joyful service of music performed by our talented musicians! 

I hope you will be present next Sunday as we finish up this campaign.  Next week’s topic is “Defined by Generosity”.  What defines you?  How much does God really require of you?

Throughout this campaign, it is my hope is that you will discover simplicity, generosity and joy!

RADA Cutlery Sale…Thanks to everyone who has taken catalogs and who has returned orders!

I actually ordered more catalogs since the others were gone so quickly!  They can be found on a table in the narthex, along with order forms and envelopes.  The last day to submit your order is Sunday, November 10th!  Money envelopes/order forms can go in the church office door and all catalogs can be returned to the Finance Mailbox in the church office.  Again…thanks so much for supporting our fundraiser for Mission Share 2013!

******************************************************************
THE GREENSBURG DISTRICT CELEBRATION OF PASTORAL LEADERSHIP SERVICE will be held on Sunday, October 20th beginning at 4 p.m. at the Manor United Methodist Church, Cleveland & Atlantic Avenues, Manor, PA  15665.  This service is being done in honor of the newly appointed pastors to the Greensburg District.  Please promote this service within your congregation. Every church should be able to have at least one person attend.  
******************************************************************
ONLINE BANKING FOR OFFERINGS & DONATIONS
1. Designate First United Methodist Church as a bill payee.  The address is 310 Oak Street, Irwin, PA  15642.  

2. You can elect the amount you would like the church to receive and the number of times to “pay” the church. 

3. Use your envelope number as the requested account number.
The bank will then send a check to the church.  
The office will process the check the same as we do for Sunday envelopes. 
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******************************************************************
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THE HANDS TO WORK, HEARTS TO GOD MINISTRY (HTWHTG) are preparing for their next dedication for October 27, 2013 at both services.  Some of the items included to be dedicated are:  Prayer Scarves (for the younger at heart), Prayer Shawls, Prayer Lap afghans, Prayer Slippers, Baby Blankets, Baby Hats and  Baby Cardigans.

If you have any of the above items to be dedicated, please come to the "HTWHTG" Ministry room next to the Sanctuary for a Prayer card to be attached prior to the dedication.  Or see Leanne, Cindi, or Burnetta during the Sunday School hour.  

Also, our Sunday School Class room has been affectionately called the "Comfort Room".  Any and all are welcomed.  If you need a special prayer, a place to rest, or a prayer shawl let your request be known.   If you need assistance with learning to knit or crochet contact one of the above listed during Sunday School. We also have some patterns and yarn available to share for those who wish to work on a project on their own.  

Looking forward to October 27th's Dedication.    Hands to Work, Hearts to God Ministry!
******************************************************************


All Seasons Bazaar


Saturday, November 2, 2013



9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

at

First United Methodist Church

3rd & Oak Streets, Irwin

Crafts, Decorations, Gifts & More

Homemade Baked Goods
Silent Auction for a TV
Do Your Christmas Shopping Early!


Call 724-863-3901 or 724-863-6858 for more details
First united Methodist church


310 Oak Street, Irwin, PA 15642


724-863-6858


www.irwinfirstumc.org


�HYPERLINK "mailto:irwinfirstumc@comcast.net"�irwinfirstumc@comcast.net�


Rev. David S. Lake – Pastor


Zaq Phillips – Youth Minister


Dianne Runser – Director of Music Ministry





�





Today, Sunday, October 20


Laity/Music Appreciation Sunday


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School 


10:45 Worship


  2:00 FISH & CHIPS


  4:00 Greensburg District Celebration


          of Pastoral Leadership @ 


          Manor UMC





Thursday, October 24


  6:15 C. Bells


  7:00 Disciple III 


  7:15 Choir





Friday, October 25


  9:00 Mezzanine Level in use


  Gym in use





Saturday, October 26


Irwin Halloween Parade


Gym in use





Monday, October 21


12:00 Happy Methodist Group


  7:00 Dartball - Away





Next Sunday, October 27


Pastor Appreciation Sunday


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School 


10:45 Worship


  2:00 FISH & CHIPS


  4:00Temple Bells (all age ringers)


  4:45 SonShiners





Tuesday, October 22


Newsletter Deadline


  900 Men’s Work Team


  5:30 Gym in use


  6:15 TOPS


  7:30 NA





Wednesday, October 23


  7:00 Women’s Book Study


  7:00 Yoga
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