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April 15, 2012
2nd Sunday of Easter/ Holy Humor Sunday
  GATHERING & WELCOME     (Please sign the red pad in the pews.)
*MUSIC OF PREPARATION
 “This Is the Day” (Insert # 657)
*CALL TO LAUGHTER
    L: Rejoice in the Lord always 

    All: and again I say rejoice. (Philippians 4:4) 

    L: This is the time to rejoice!
    All: What better time than now!

*HYMN OF PRAISE 
“Rejoice in the Lord Always”   (Insert)
    L: This is the day to laugh: How many choir directors does it take to change a light 


bulb?

    Choir: No one knows, because no one ever watches the director!

    L: How many United Methodists does it take to change a light bulb?

    All: Change? United Methodists don't believe in change

    L: What did the cabbage pastor say to the people?

    Pastor: Lettuce pray!
* OPENING PRAYER – In unison
    You know better than we do, Amused God, what important people we believe we are. Believing we have to be serious all the time, we miss out on the joy of your creation. Choosing to feast on the pain of the world, we skip the picnic offered in paradise. Clinging to the despair which is our best friend, we ignore Jesus, who can bring us home to your heart. Forgive us, Heart of Joy, and make us open to the startling, and upside-down, ways in which you work. Fill us with Easter's laughter; fill us with your healing joy; fill us with the love poured into us through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.

*HYMN OF PRAISE
“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”  (Insert #89)
  RESPONSIVE READING
“Psalm 118: 14-29”
(Insert)
  DRAMA “Resurrection and the Book”   Cathedral Bells

  MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 

THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH

 *PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.

  ANTHEM  10:45  “ ̔ Trustin’ God” – SonShiners 
  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 
(Hymn No. 2233 “Where Children Belong”)

  ANTHEM   8:15  “Christ Joyful” 

         10:45  “Christ Joyful” – Chancel Choir

  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS
  OFFERTORY 
“Every Time I Feel the Spirit”
*DOXOLOGY No. 2026 (TFWS) “Halle, Halle, Halleluja!” 
Halle, Halle, Halleluja! (3 times)
Halleluja! Halleluja!
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS

Loving God, you bring the gift of Resurrection and a redeemed life through the locked doors of our hearts. Sometimes we react with joy, sometimes with fear, sometimes with doubt. You show us your wounded hands as a reminder that to be faithful disciples, our hands must be your hands to heal a wounded world. Bless these gifts we give as an extension of your hands reaching out to the world through us, and may those we can't see and may never meet be touched because we gave from our hearts. In the name of the risen Christ, we pray. Amen.
*HYMN
“Down in My Heart” (Insert)
  SERMON SCRIPTURE 



*HYMN OF PARTING
“Take Time to Be Funny”  (Insert)

(tune: “Take Time to Be Holy”) 

*CLOSING PRAYER 

   “Lord, as I stumble through this life, help me to create more laughter than tears, dispense more happiness than gloom, spread more cheer than despair.  Never let me become so indifferent that I will fail to see the wonder in the eyes of a child or the twinkle in the eyes of the aged.  Never let me forget that my total effort is to cheer people, make them happy, and forget, at least for the moment, all the unpleasant things in their lives.  And, Lord in my final moment, may I hear you whisper: “When you made My people smile, you made Me smile.”  Amen.

(“The Clown’s Prayer” of Smiles Unlimited, a clown ministry in hospitals, nursing homes and prisons based in Indianapolis.)

 *BENEDICTION 

MUSIC OF PARTING
“Easter Song”

*Those who are able, please stand.

**********************************************************

HOLY HUMOR SUNDAY: We will be celebrating Holy Humor Sunday at both services today.  What is Holy Humor Sunday? 

The idea behind it is that God played the greatest practical joke on the devil by raising Jesus from the dead. One website about this special Sunday states: “Holy Humor Sunday services not only give Christians an opportunity for ongoing celebrations of the greatest miracle in human history - Jesus' resurrection - it also gives each of us an opportunity to celebrate, and give thanks for, our own smaller resurrections in this world and this life.” "Laughter," he said, "releases tension, and we have enough of that these days. I think we all need to stop taking ourselves so seriously. We need to recognize that this is really God's world, and He has so much in store for us. We put too much emphasis on what's wrong and what's bad with it."

Celebrate the joy we find in our faith!

**********************************************************

THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH



  





 
HOLY HUMOR HYMN
“TAKE TIME TO BE FUNNY.”

LYRICS BY Robert L. Anderson 2001 

MUSIC BY George C. Stebbins “Holiness” 

1.
Take time to be funny, rejoice in the Lord

Let laughter explode and have fun with God’s Word

For laughter is healing, gives strength to the weak

God loves to see smiles, they lift up the meek. 
2.
Take time to be silly, it’s good for the soul

Too many are somber, grabbing control.

Let go and let God’s love wash over your soul

Hea-ven-ly transcendence can be your life’s goal. 
3.
For humor is holy, it sanctifies life,

Replenishes hope and oft softens advice

It undercuts sorrow, deflates haughty pride

So smile and hang on, rejoice in life’s ride.

Used with permission of the author from the book, Hymns for Various Occasions, 

The Rev. Robert L. Anderson


ANNOUNCEMENTS
**********************************************************************
DISTRICT OFFERING: Each year special programs and educators are sent to the churches across our District to help them solve problems, develop new programs, and reinforce the programs already in place.  Mission Share Apportionments do not cover these programs. Since today is the annual District Conference we have been asked to collect a special offering to cover the cost of these programs. The donations from the Children’s offering today will be given to the Greensburg District.  
**********************************************************
LOOKING FOR OUR GRADUATES!  If you or a family member will have graduated high school or college since our last recognition Sunday in May 2011, contact the church office with name, school/college, degree, and future plans. Watch for details about Graduate Sunday. Thank you.
**********************************************************
ATTENTION!!!!
We will be having Vacation Bible School (VBS) this year, but we need your help. Our theme this year will be Operation Overboard – Go Deep with God. 

VBS week will be July 16-20th in the evenings to maximize the children who are able to attend and adults who are able to help. 
There will be a VBS planning meeting Sunday, April 22nd following the 10:45 worship service. We hope you can help to share God’s word with the kids in our church and community.

If you have any questions or ideas contact Jack Tickle – jtickle@pts.edu or 724-448-4934

“Faith is the reality of what we hoped for; the proof of what we do not see.” Hebrews 11:1
**********************************************************
MOTHERS/DAUGHTERS/ALL WOMEN...Our Mother’s Day Banquet will be held on Saturday, May 12th at 6:00 PM in our social hall downstairs. It's a "Luau" theme. Chris "Doc" Dixon, a MagiComedian, will provide fun entertainment! We need several people to decorate tables using the theme. A chicken dinner will be catered by Colonial Grille. Adult tickets are $9.00. Tickets for children 3 to 12 will be $4.00. They will be served chicken nuggets and French fries. Children under 3 may attend at no charge. Tickets will be sold in the narthex following both worship services on April 22, April 29th & May 6th. Tickets are all pre-sold. They will not be sold at the door that evening. This evening is not just for mothers & daughters. You may bring an aunt, niece, sister, friend, neighbor, etc.
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Thursday, April 19


  4:00 Gym in use


  6:15 C. Bells


  7:00 Nurture


  7:15 Choir


  7:30 UM Men





Today, Sunday, April 15


Holy Humor Sunday


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School


10:45 Worship


12:30 FISH & CHIPS


  2:00 Temple Bells


  2:45 Temple Chimes


  3:30 SonShiners


  4:00 District Conference at


             Delmont UMC


  Gym in use all day


  7:00 Stewardship Study





Friday, April 20


  6:00 Gym in use





Friday, April 20 - Saturday, April 21


Youth Laser Tag





Next Sunday, April 22


3rd Sunday of Easter


Newsletter Deadline


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School


10:45 Worship


12:00 VBS meeting


12:30 FISH & CHIPS


  2:00 Temple Bells


  2:45 Temple Chimes


  3:30 SonShiners


  6:00 Gym in use





Monday, April 16


  9:00 Mezzanine in use


  Gym in use all day - Dartball Banquet





Tuesday, April 17


  6:15 TOPS


  7:30 NA





Wednesday, April 18


  7:00 Disciple 1


  7:00 Good Grief Support Group
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