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December 16, 2012
Third Sunday of Advent

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

  GATHERING & WELCOME     (Please sign the red pad in the pews.)
  MUSIC OF PREPARATION
8:15 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”




         10:45 – “What Child Is This?” - Cathedral Bells
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

  L: Rejoice in the Lord, always, again I say rejoice!

  P: With joy, we draw water from the well of salvation.

  L: Sing aloud, O daughters of the Holy One.

  P: With thanks, we return home to the living God.

  L: Shout for joy, O sons of the Most High.

  P: With praise, we approach the throne of grace.

  L: Rejoice in the Lord, always, again I say rejoice!
*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 224
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

  LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH

 (After the third candle is lit)
ALL: With gratitude for your light, O God, we will prepare to welcome a new birth of your love. 

HYMN   “Joy” (set to the tune of "Away in a Manger")
We pray that your Word may be born in our hearts,
that we may shine bright with the joy it imparts.
We pray as we wait for Emmanuel's birth
the light of our hope may illumine the earth.
  OPENING PRAYER

   Redeemer God, we come to you with laughter in our hearts and joy in our very bones, for you save the lame and take away the shame of the outcast. When we think all hope is lost, you gather us in and bring us home. Restore our fortunes, O God, that we may show everyone we meet your power to transform the world. Amen.

  SCRIPTURE READING

Isaiah 12: 2-6

  MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 


THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH


THE WORK OF THE CHURCH

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.

  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 

  ANTHEM 
  8:15 – “Bethlehem” 

10:45 – “Bethlehem” – Chancel Choir


  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

  OFFERTORY     8:15 “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”



       10:45 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” - Cathedral Bells
*CHRISTMAS DOXOLOGY (tune: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God , all creatures here below:

            praise God above ye heavenly host;

            
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  



Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS

God of grace and love, you have asked of us so little and given so much, and we have too often missed the imbalance of our relationship with you. You have given us life and breath and the resources to meet every need, and you have asked only that we be fruitful and faithful, compassionate and just. We give our gifts this morning as a sign of our striving toward that combination of fruitful and faithful, and we do so in repentance for the many times when we have fallen short in the little that you have required. Dedicate these gifts to help build the Kingdom that is your vision, not ours. Help us to celebrate this season as Christ would have us celebrate it: in love, kindness, joy, and gratitude. In your Son's holy name, we pray. Amen.

*HYMN No. 219
“What Child Is this”

  SERMON SCRIPTURE

Micah 5:2-5a

  SERMON


*HYMN OF PARTING No. 230
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

  BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING
“Join the Triumph of the Skies!”
******************************************************************

THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH






ANNOUNCEMENTS

******************************************************************
CHILDREN’S COLLECTIONS 
The collection 12/16, 12/23, and 12/30 will go to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (PDF).  

Collection: 12/9/2012 – Heifer International - $338.90
********************************************************
ANGEL TREE & CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS: All food items and angel tree gifts need to be returned today by the 10:45 service. All angel tree gifts need to be wrapped with the angel you took attached to the gift. 
******************************************************************

FELLOWSHIP NIGHT: December 19th @ 6:30 – It's a Covered Dish Dinner and we'll be making the ham. Caroling at Redstone afterwards - please come!
******************************************************************
STAFF CHRISTMAS GIFT: Each year, the Staff Parish Relations Committee collects contributions from our congregation toward Christmas bonuses for our dedicated Church Staff.  Please join the SPRC in showing our appreciation for their work by contributing.  You may place your gift in an envelope marked "Staff Christmas" and place it in the offering plate.  Additional envelopes are on the table in the Narthex. Thank you in advance for your thoughtfulness and generosity.
**********************************************************
First United Methodist Church


310 Oak Street

Irwin, PA 15642

724-863-6858

www.irwinfirstumc.org
Sunday Worship Services

8:00 Prayer Time

8:15 & 10:45 – Worship

9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages

 Christmas Eve Worship Services

Children’s Service: 5:30 PM

Candlelight Services: 7:30 PM & 11:00 PM

Come and worship the Lord with us!

FRUIT SALE
The Outreach Committee is sponsoring a fruit sale again this year.  All proceeds from the sale will help with our outreach projects.
Ruby Red Grapefruit - $15.00/ full box
20 pounds...16-24 per full box

Orchard fresh

Rich in Vitamin C

Seedless

Navel Oranges - $16.00/ full box
20 pounds...28-40 per full box

Sugar Sweet

Ready to Eat

Combination Box - $16.00/box
Half Grapefruit / Half Oranges
Can’t eat all that fruit?

You can order either a half box of grapefruit or a half box of oranges.

(No combination boxes)

Price per Half box - $8.00
Place your order and include payment. 
Last day to order is Sunday, January 6, 2013.

Delivery will be here at the church on Saturday, January 26, 2013.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Name:____________________________________   
Phone number:____________
	
	Quantity Full Box


	Quantity Half Box

($8.00)

	Ruby Red Grapefruit - $15.00
	
	

	Navel Oranges - $16.00
	
	

	Half & Half (Full box only) - $16.00
	
	


Total Amount Enclosed ____________________
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Rev. David S. Lake – Pastor


Jack L. Tickle III – Youth Minister


Wendell Campbell –Lay Minister of Visitation


Dianne Runser – Director of Music Ministry














Tuesday, December 18


  6:15 TOPS


  7:30 NA














Monday, December 17


  1:00 Happy Methodist Group at Teddy’s


  7:00 Dartball - A





Next Sunday, December 23


Fourth Sunday of Advent 


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School – Youth & Adult


10:45 Worship


12:00 Christmas Eve Play Practice


  2:30 SonShiners & Chimes Christmas Party


  No FISH & CHIPS 








Thursday, December 20


  6:00 Gym in use


  6:15 C Bells


  7:00 Disciple 2


  7:15 Choir















































Today, Sunday, December 16


Third Sunday of Advent 


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School – Youth & Adult


10:45 Worship


  2:00 Temple Chimes


  2:45 SonShiners


  3:30 Temple Bells


  6:00 CHIPS


  7:00 FISH & CHIPS combined


  7:30 FISH
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Wednesday, December 19


  6:30 Good Grief 


  6:30 Fellowship Night & Caroling
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