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December 22, 2013
Fourth Sunday in Advent
  GATHERING & WELCOME 

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you.
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.

  MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 


THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH


THE WORK OF THE CHURCH

  BRINGING IN THE LIGHT

  MUSIC OF PREPARATION
8:15 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
         10:45 “Sans Day Carol” - Temple Bells

*CALL TO WORSHIP   

     L: Shine forth, dear friends, for God is with us.
     P: God is with us now!
     L: Sing praise, sisters and brothers, for God is present.
     P: God is with us here!
     L: Dry your tears, children of God, for Christ has come, and comes again.
     P: God is with us in every time and place.
*OPENING PRAYER

    Emmanuel, let your face shine upon us, that we might sense your presence, and rest in your love.  During this holy season, comfort and strengthen us in our worship, as we rejoice in the promise revealed in your birth.  In your holy name, we pray.  Amen

  ADVENT READING

     ADVENT SONG


Until Jesus comes, until Jesus comes,


I’ll be watching and waiting until Jesus comes.


(repeat)

  SCRIPTURE  READING 
Matthew 1:18-25
*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 245
“The First Noel”
Children come forward during the last verse.

  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 

  ANTHEM
  8:15  “Breath of Heaven” 

           10:45  “The Angels Story Medley” - Chancel Choir

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

  OFFERTORY 
8:15  “Manger Prayer”

         10:45  “Breath of Heaven” 

*DOXOLOGY 
“Christmas Doxology”
“Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son.


Glory to the Holy Spirit, glory to the Three-in-One.

   Here we offer to you gladly, all the gifts that you impart,


As we glory in your presence, giving from a grateful heart.”

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS 

God of Grace, in the midst of a season so focused on shopping and finding the right gift, we give our gifts now to you. We remember that all our giving has its foundation in the amazing gift you gave to us: putting on flesh and coming in the form of a child, Emmanuel, God with us! May what we give today, and in the days to come, be bathed in the knowledge that yours is the most perfect gift and the one we need the most. We pray in the holy name of the Christ child, the Prince of Peace. Amen.
  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PRAYER HYMN No. 236
“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”

    Altar is open during the hymn.

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  SERMON SCRIPTURE 
  Romans 1:1-7

  SERMON
  

*HYMN OF PARTING No. 211
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

  BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING
“Postlude on 'Antioch'”
*Those who are able, please stand.

******************************************************************
ANNOUNCEMENTS
******************************************************************
CHILDREN’S COLLECTIONS: This week our children’s collection will be given to the Project Happy Feet. This is the Greensburg District program that provides our school districts with vouchers to purchase shoes for needy children in our area. 
Project Happy Feet – 12/15/13 - $222.00
******************************************************************

ALL 2013 CONTRIBUTIONS must be in to the office by Tuesday, December 31, 2013 to be credited on your 2013 Annual Giving Statement. Contributions received after December 31, 2013 will be posted to your 2014 Annual Giving Statement.
Also, any receipts for items that you may have bought for the church and wish to be reimbursed for or have credit for on your annual giving statement must be turned in by January 15, 2014. After January 15th the 2013 financial records will be closed and all credits will go toward the 2014.

******************************************************************
SONSHINERS AND TEMPLE BELLS will have a Christmas party in the gym on Friday, December 27 at 5:30 PM just prior to the youth lock-in. We will order in pizza and play games.

******************************************************************

STAFF CHRISTMAS GIFT: Each year, the Staff Parish Relations Committee collects contributions from our congregation toward Christmas bonuses for our dedicated Church Staff.  Please join the SPRC in showing our appreciation for their work by contributing.  Envelopes marked "Staff Christmas" are in the bulletin.  Additional envelopes are on the table in the Narthex. Thank you in advance for your thoughtfulness and generosity.
******************************************************************

BAZAAR GIFT BASKETS:  There are still a few gift baskets for sale.  They are in the Assemble Room. Please follow the directions on the signs to pay for your purchases. Proceeds from this final sale will support the Rick Simms Mission Work Trip to Philippi, WV.  
******************************************************************

LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACTION! MURDER?  The Outreach committee is planning a murder mystery play and dinner for February.  The play is entitled Suspect Hollywood and during the auditions for the blockbuster hit, The Perils of the Prodigal Son, someone gets murdered.

We want your help, so we're putting out a casting call for a total of nine actors.  We need 4 male, 3 female and 2 either male or female roles.  No experience necessary.

******************************************************************
THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH






******************************************************************
PASTORAL SERVICES OFFICE AT WESTMORELAND HOSPITAL: Volunteers are being sought to serve in the Pastoral Services Office at Westmoreland Hospital.  It is our hope to have 30 volunteers who will serve once every six weeks.

Responsibilities include preparing all papers for the clergy roster each day, inform pastors who may call who from their church may be hospitalized, answer phone calls, distribute parking passes, greet pastors and visitors who answer the office, keep track of people requesting a pastoral visit, and calling churches to let them know who from their church has been admitted to the hospital.  It is our goal to have a volunteer staff the Pastoral Services Office Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM to 12:00 noon.  

A training session will be held on January 15 at 9:00 AM at the hospital.  To date we have 21 volunteers signed up for the training session.

Anyone interested in serving as a volunteer in the Pastoral Services Office, or may have any questions, please contact Rev. John M. Smaligo at 724-610-1441.
******************************************************************

WESTMORELAND CHILDREN'S CHOIR: The Westmoreland Children's Choir is holding auditions for the fall season. Any student in grades 3 through 8 who loves to sing, is invited to schedule an audition.

In March the Children's Choir will lead a Children’s Choir Festival at Zion Lutheran Church in Greensburg, and then on to a rousing finish, singing in the WCS Pops concert at the Waterworks in Greensburg. We hope that through these performances and the rehearsals leading up to them, that our young singers develop a lifelong love of choral music, and develop the skills needed to help them enjoy ensemble singing for many years to come.  For more information, or to schedule an audition, contact Nancy Finke Sheehan, Director, nfsheehan@yahoo.com,  or 412-841-5263.

******************************************************************

A GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT for a loved one is a "Camp Gift Certificate."  (Personally, I think all Grandmas should attend the 3 day Grandma & Me Camp!  I'm going back this year with my two granddaughters!  What a great experience it was!)   

******************************************************************

EPIPHANY SUNDAY – CELEBRATION OF LIGHTS

Sunday, January 5, 2014

Please bring a candle and put your name on the bottom of it.  We will light the candles during the service.  After the service, come up, take a different candle home with you, and throughout the year, pray for the family or individual whose name is on the bottom of that candle.
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Wednesday, December 25


Merry Christmas!


Building Closed








Today, Sunday, December 22


Fourth Sunday in Advent


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School 


10:45 Worship


  4:00 Temple Bells


No Youth Group meetings





Thursday, December 26


Office Closed
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Friday, December 27


Office Closed





Monday, December 23


Office closes at noon


No Dartball





Next Sunday, December 29


1st Sunday after Christmas


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School 


10:45 Worship


No Music Group practices


No Youth Group meetings





Tuesday, December 24


Office closes at noon


  5:30 Children’s Christmas Service


  7:00 Candlelight Service


  7:30 NA


11:00 Candlelight Service











