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December 24, 2013
Christmas Eve
“Silent Night, Holy Night”
  MUSIC OF PREPARATION
“O Holy Night”
  GATHERING & WELCOME     (Please sign the red pad in the pews.)
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

  L: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.

  P: Celebrate the coming of the Light.

  L: O sing to the Lord a new song, God’s salvation is at hand.

  P: Celebrate the coming of Salvation.
  L: For a child has been born for us, a son given to us.

  P: Celebrate the coming of the Prince of Peace.

  L: I bring you good news of great joy for all the people.

  P: Celebrate the coming of Christ!

  OPENING PRAYER (Isaiah 9)

   God of light and love, shine upon us this Christmas Eve and in the year ahead. Guide us out of darkness and into your joyous light. May our lives reflect your glorious love, that others may see your Christmas Spirit in us, each and every day of our lives. Amen.

*HYMN 234 
“O Come All Ye Faithful”

  LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH

ADVENT SONG


Until Jesus comes, until Jesus comes,


I’ll be watching and waiting until Jesus comes.


(repeat)

THE LIGHT FORETOLD

  SCRIPTURE READING:
Isaiah 9:2-7

HYMN No. 209
“Blessed Be the God of Israel”

THE LIGHT RECEIVED

  FIRST LESSON:

Luke 1:26-35

  SPECIAL MUSIC

“Ave Maria” 

  SECOND LESSON: 
Luke 2: 1-7

  SPECIAL MUSIC

“As I Hold You”

 *HYMN No. 229 
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
  THIRD LESSON:

Luke 2:8-12 

  ANTHEM 
  7:30 
“Bethlehem” – SonShiners
11:00
 “O Sing a Song of Bethlehem” - Chancel Choir
  FOURTH LESSON:
Luke 2:13-20

  *HYMN No. 238

“Angels We Have Heard on High” 
  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

  OFFERTORY
7:30 
“"The First Nowell"” 
11:00 
“Christmas Hosanna” – Chancel Choir
*DOXOLOGY 
“Christmas Doxology”

“Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son.


Glory to the Holy Spirit, glory to the Three-in-One.

   Here we offer to you gladly, all the gifts that you impart,


As we glory in your presence, giving from a grateful heart.”

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS

Glory to God in Highest Heaven! In the greatest act of giving, you present the world with a Savior, a great light that shines for a people who had walked in darkness! Remind us, as we receive this gift and as we give our humble gifts in response, that we are called to carry that light into the world. When we would choose instead to stay here with the manger and the warm glow of candles and the soothing sounds of familiar songs, you call us to take the light from here and carry it to those who don't know your love and who find themselves in the cold of that darkness. May the gifts we give empower your church to take this light and proclaim it like the angels did: "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" In the name of Christ, the Light, we pray. Amen.
  SCRIPTURE READING

Titus 2: 11-14

ANTHEM 
7:30 “Still, Still, Still” SonShiners


       
 11:00 “Still, Still, Still” Chancel Choir

THE LIGHT IS SHARED

  RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD

  L: There was no room at the inn for Mary and Joseph. Is there room in our hearts for God’s salvation?

  P: May there be room, O God. May there be room.

  L: There was amazement in the fields at the angel’s news. Is there amazement in our hearts for God’s salvation.

  P: May there be amazement, O God. May there be amazement.

  L: There was joy in Mary’s heart as she beheld her son. Is there joy in our hearts for God’s salvation?

  P: May there be joy, O God. May there be joy.

  CHRISTMAS MEDITATION

  LIGHTING OF CANDLES    

*CAROL No. 239 
 “Silent Night”    
  TOLLING THE CHRISTMAS BELL

*HYMN No. 246
“Joy to the World”

*BENEDICTION  

  God of light and love, shine upon us this Christmas Eve and in the year ahead. Guide us out of darkness and into your joyous light. May our lives reflect your glorious love, that others may see your Christmas Spirit in us, each and every day of our lives.  Amen

*MUSIC OF PARTING
“Joy to the World”
*Those who are able, please stand.

******************************************************************

EPIPHANY SUNDAY – CELEBRATION OF LIGHTS

Sunday, January 5, 2014
Please bring a candle and put your name on the bottom of it.  We will light the candles during the service.  After the service, come up, take a different candle home with you, and throughout the year, pray for the family or individual whose name is on the bottom of that candle.
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