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February 5, 2012
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

  GATHERING & WELCOME     (Please sign the red pad in the pews.)
  MUSIC OF PREPARATION
“Just As I Am”
*CALL TO WORSHIP
  L:  Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told from the beginning 


of time, in the voice of the wind and the splendor of the sky? Our Creator God is 


from everlasting to everlasting.  Lift up your eyes to the witness of the earth.

  P:  God’s presence is here, in the plants and the trees.
  L:  Lift up your eyes to the canvas of the heavens.
  P:  God’s praises are proclaimed by the stars above.
  L:  Lift up your eyes to the love of God.

  P:  God’s grace abounds, in the courage of the weak and the strength of the 


downtrodden.
  L:  Lift up your voices to join in the song.

  P:  It is good to sing praise to our Creator God!
*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 139
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
  SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (10:45) 


BAPTISMAL COVENANT II (page 39)

       CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE


We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in Christian love.  As members together with you in the body of Christ and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church, we renew our        covenant faithfully to participate 
in the ministries of the Church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

BAPTISM SONG 
“Welcome the Child” – Chancel Choir  

  RESPONSIVE READING No. 859
“Psalm 147”
  AFFIRMATION OF FAITH No. 881
“The Apostles’ Creed”

  MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 


THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.
  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS (Hymn No. 2233 “Where Children Belong”)

  ANTHEM
  8:15 – “The Rock Medley” 
 10:45 “The Rock Medley” – Chancel Choir
  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS
  OFFERTORY
“Penitent Prayer”
*DOXOLOGY No. 87, v.4 

         “These gifts we now bring, these presents, these tokens,

These words can convey it, the joy of this day!

When grateful we come, remembering, rejoicing,

This song we now offer in honor and praise!”

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS

Almighty and Gracious God, we have come this day not simply longing to hear about Jesus, but to find Jesus the Messiah, our Savior. May the gifts we give this day be used to offer healing to those who are broken in body and in spirit, and through them may others find the Christ in us. We ask this in Christ's holy name. Amen.

*HYMN  No. 474
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”
  SERMON SCRIPTURE

Mark 1:29-39
  SERMON
  SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION II 

     THE INVITATION

 WORDS OF ASSURANCE

      SACRAMENT – (All are welcome. Please follow the directions of the ushers.)

*HYMN OF PARTING No. 367
“He Touched Me”
*BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING
“Make the Sounds of Praise”
*Those who are able, please stand.

**********************************************************

**********************************************************

THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH
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**********************************************************
CHURCH MOVIE NIGHT - FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10!

After the success of last year’s mid-winter family movie night, the Witness Committee has decided to again host this event. It will be held Friday, February 10 at 6:31 PM in the parlor. We will be viewing Wesley, the Movie.  There will be desserts and a discussion time following the roughly 2-hour movie. 
**********************************************************

ANNOUNCEMENTS
**********************************************************

‘SOUPER’ BOWL SUNDAY: We will celebrate Souper Bowl Sunday at our church today.  In addition to soup, the Foodbank is asking for:  cake mix, pancake mix, baking products, paper products (paper products, tissues, toilet paper, etc.), toiletries (toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, etc.)  If you would like to donate non-perishable items, the shopping cart will be in the Narthex.  Thank you in advance for you support.

**********************************************************

WINTER SOUP SALE: We are still looking for soup makers to make their famous soup for after services in January and February.  Each Sunday we will offer several soups for sale at $3.00 each.  A sign will be up telling you what kind of soup is for sale.  Thanks to all of you for your support.
**********************************************************
“PROJECT HAPPY FEET” is a program to help needy children of the Greensburg District.  Vouchers are given to the School Districts to distribute to children in need of shoes.  Each voucher is worth $25.00 and can be used in any Payless Shoesource store.  All donations go directly to the children.  After the Children’s Moments in our worship services in February, the children will be collecting donations to benefit “Project Happy Feet.”

**********************************************************

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP

The Women’s Bible Study Group will meet on Wednesday, February 8th at 10:00 AM. At this class we will discuss the life and times of the women of the Patriarchal Age, from the time of Abraham to the Exodus.

Any woman who is interested in learning more about what the Bible says to us for our daily lives is welcome to join us on the 2nd Wednesday of each month, at 10:00.  
**********************************************************

SCOUTING MINISTRIES SUNDAY will be observed next Sunday, February 12th.  All Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts are encouraged to wear their uniforms that Sunday and be recognized during our worship services.
**********************************************************

COLLEGE STUDENTS AND POST-GRAD STUDENTS:  The Outreach committee is updating their information on church members who are college students and post- grad students. They send "College Care Packages" or cards to the students. Students who attend local colleges and live at home are included in the program...please give home address. Even if you were on the list before, please contact Sonya by March 11th to be included in the spring mailing. 
**********************************************************

GIFT CARDS NEEDED...The Outreach Committee will be sending gift cards in the spring "College Care Packages". If you would like to donate $ 5.00 Subway cards, $ 5.00 McDonald's cards, or $ 5.00 Sheetz cards, please give them to Outreach committee members. The college students appreciate knowing their church family is thinking of them. Thank you for your support!
**********************************************************

BETHANY HOUSE ACADEMY: The collections during the month of January totaled $583.99.  Brochures with additional information about Bethany House Academy are on the table in the Narthex.
**********************************************************

GOOD GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: The Good Grief Support Group will meet on Wednesday, February 15th at 7:00 PM.  If this will be the first time you are attending, please call 412-224-4700 to let them know you will be coming.  There is no fee and the support group is open to anyone in our church or community who has experienced the pain of death and needs help working through their loss and managing their grief.

**********************************************************

5TH ANNUAL RACE FOR GRACE: The Outreach Committee is once again forming a team for the 5th Annual Race for Grace. Many of you know Grace was the precious daughter of Brian & Tamara Ekis and the granddaughter of Rev. Thomas & Narda Funk, our former minister and his wife. The event will be held at the Norwin High School on Saturday, March 31, 2012. You may register online at Reflectionsofgrace.org or get a paper registration form in the office. Our team name is "First United Methodist Church of Irwin". This year, we plan to be a Silver Sponsor for the race. Among other things, our church name will be listed on the race program, on the back of approximately 2,000 t-shirts, and on event signage, including the race banner. 

You may help this wonderful cause by being on the team for the 5K run, 5K walk, or 1 mile walk. Adult $ 20 ($ 25 beginning March 1)...Child (12 & under) $ 15 ($ 20 beginning March 1) Includes T-shirt (while supplies last) OR you may make a donation. If you donate through your regular church envelope and mark the extra giving for Race for Grace, it will be totaled with your church contributions. Also, the money the children collect in their "cups" following the children's sermon during the month of March will be given to the “Reflections of Grace Foundation.”  
**********************************************************
“Social Media, Bullying and The Family”:  The Conference Board of Laity is pleased to share with you information for our Laity Event “Social Media, Bullying and The Family” which is scheduled for Saturday, March, 3 2012 at Christ Community UM Church, 205 N. Duffy Road, Butler, PA. We are asking for support from our District Lay Leaders and District Directors of Lay Speaking Ministries to encourage attendance.   We extend the invitation to our Clergy, ask for their support by encouraging members to attend AND ESPECIALLY to encourage our Youth to attend and join in dialogue with us.   
In HIS Service, 

Sharon Gregory, Associate Conference Lay Leader

gregory2133@comcast.net
at EAST LIBERTY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

**********************************************************
“Ain’t--a That Good News”: A concert of Spirituals in honor of Black History Month

S u n d a y , February 5, 2012 at 4:00 pm at the Liberty Presbyterian Church, 116 South Highland Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15206.   Join us for a FREE inspirational program with singers from the ELPC Music Ministry and featuring sacred music of Harry Burleigh, Hall Johnson and William Dawson.  See the flyer on the bulletin board for more details.

**********************************************************

INCOME TAX ASSISTANCE: Free Income Tax Service will again be offered for taxpayers in this area who have low and moderate incomes.  This assistance will come from IRS trained volunteer tax councilors who will help in the preparation of Federal and State income tax returns, and for those who qualify, PA Property Tax/Rent Rebate Forms.  Tax payers are asked to bring a copy of 2010’s Federal and State returns along with all of their 2011 tax records and property tax receipts.  This service will be offered from 9:00 AM until 1:00 PM at:

North Huntingdon Townhouse:  Tuesday & Thursday, February 2 – April 17

St. Regis RC Church, Trafford:  Alternating Mondays, beginning February 6

Jeannette Senior Center (by appointment 724-527-3200): 

Wednesdays, February 1 – April 11

Penn Township Library (by appointment 724-744-4414 ext 0)



Every other Friday, beginning February 3
**********************************************************

GIRL SCOUT GOLD AWARD PROJECT -DONATIONS REQUESTED! 

I am currently an 11th year Girl Scout working on my Gold Award project, which is the highest award a Girl Scout can earn. For my project, I am planning on turning a room in our church into a reading room for kids. It will be a place that children can go and read or hang out while their parents are at church committee meetings or practices. I am hoping that the room will not only attract young families to our church, but also increase kids’ love of reading.  I plan to create a small library of books in the room for kids’ use, and to do this, I am in need of donations of children’s books from my community. My goal in doing the project is to better my community and my church, and I will greatly appreciate any help you can give me!

Specifications for Books Donated:  NEW or GENTLY USED, 
NO fantasy (vampires, wizards, magic, etc.), Appropriate for kids ages 6 - 13  (short stories, longer picture books, Junie B. Jones, children’s bibles, etc.), NO books with inappropriate themes or language, I am hoping to avoid collecting old, dilapidated books that are not relevant to children ages 6 - 13, NO reference books (encyclopedias, etc.) please!  Please be selective in gathering books you are willing to donate.

Thank you in advance for any help you can give me with my Gold Award!  Please contact the church if you wish to donate books. 
**********************************************************
FISH & CHIPS

ANNUAL DISTRICT YOUTH RETREAT: We are looking forward to our annual district youth retreat weekend: March 2nd -4th at Camp Allegheny. Any youth who are planning on attending, Jack needs a $10 deposit by Sunday Feb 12th.  Tee-shirts also need to be pre-ordered at $10 each by that date.  Please see Jack or pick-up a registration brochure and emergency contact form on the bulletin board. 
A SNOW TUBING OUTING is planned for Saturday February 18th at Boyce Park. Cost will be $12 per person, but cost may be lowered if we have enough people to go. Meet at FUMC at 11:15 am and plan to return by 4:30pm. 
THANK YOU for all who have signed up for bringing snacks/meals for the youth. We still have several weeks open if anyone would like to provide a meal.  Sign-up list is on the bulletin board by the front doors.
**********************************************************
LAY SPEAKER SCHOOL:  The Greensburg District School for Lay Ministry Development will begin on February 26th.  It will be held each Sunday through March 25th from 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM at Community UMC on Route 130 in Harrison City.  Registration forms are on the half door by the office and must be returned to the District Office no later than February 15th.  You may also register online at www.wpaumc.org/registration 

**********************************************************
BLOOD DRIVE: The American Red Cross will be at the North Huntingdon Townhouse on Friday, February 17th, 2012 from 12:30pm - 6:00pm for a blood drive.  No reservations are necessary, everyone is welcome!  If you have any questions, please contact the North Huntingdon Administration Office at 724-863-3806 Ext 111.  Please join us!
**********************************************************

MILITARY PERSONNEL:  The Outreach Committee is starting a new program to keep in touch with members of our church who are in the military. Please contact the Outreach Committee by March 11th with name, military address & birthday.
**********************************************************
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First united Methodist church


310 Oak Street, Irwin, PA 15642


724-863-6858


www.irwinfirstumc.org


�HYPERLINK "mailto:irwinfirstumc@comcast.net"�irwinfirstumc@comcast.net�


Rev. David S. Lake – Pastor


Jack L. Tickle III – Youth Minister


Wendell Campbell –Lay Minister of Visitation


Dianne Runser – Director of Music Ministry





Wednesday, February 8


10:00 Women’s Bible Study


  6:00 Gym in use


  7:00 Disciple 1





Tuesday, February 7


  9:00 Men’s Work Team


  6:15 TOPS


  6:30 Witness


  7:30 NA





Next Sunday, February 12


6th Sunday after Epiphany


Scouting Ministries Sunday


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School


10:45 Worship


  2:00 District Youth


  1:15 Temple Bells


  2:45 Temple Chimes


  3:30 SonShiners
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Monday, February 6


  9:00 Mezz. Level in use


10:00 UM Women – Executive Board


  7:00 Dartball - H




















Saturday, February 11


10:00 Food Bank – help needed  








Friday, February 10


  9:30 Food Bank Truck – help needed


  6:00 Gym in use  








Today, Sunday, February 5


5th Sunday after Epiphany


Baptism


Souper Bowl Sunday


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School


10:45 Worship


12:30 FISH & CHIPS


  2:00 Temple Bells


  2:45 Temple Chimes


  3:30 SonShiners
































Thursday, February 9


  4:00 Gym in use


  6:00 Gym in use


  6:15 C. Bells


  7:00 Outreach


  7:15 Choir




















