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March 10, 2013
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
  GATHERING & WELCOME     (Please sign the red pad in the pews.)
  BRINGING IN THE LIGHT

  MUSIC OF PREPARATION
8:15 – “What Wondrous Love Is This

         10:45 – “Wondrous Love”  - Temple Chimes
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

  L:  In Jesus Christ, there is a new creation.

  P:  Everything old has passed away.  Everything has become new.

  L:  This newness is from God, who has reconciled us through Jesus Christ.

  P:  Rejoice and be glad!  Everything has become new.

*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 140
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

  LENTEN CANDLE CEREMONY 

  OPENING PRAYER

   God of steadfast love and mercy, remind us once again that in Jesus Christ everything has become new.  For far too often, things seem as they have always been: old habits die hard, difficult situations linger, failures from our past linger.  We look for your promised newness but cannot see it.  Speak to us again of your new creation.  Open our eyes to its presence in our lives.  Call us forth to claim this newness, that we may be healed and made whole.  AMEN

  RESPONSIVE READING No. 766
“Psalm 32”

(Note to Worship Host-At beginning of announcements, say 

 “We offer a warm welcome to all who are worshipping with us this morning, especially those who are visiting with us. If you are visiting with us today, please be sure to see an usher after the service so that we may give you a welcome packet. As I am sharing our announcements, please complete the form in the red register pad in each pew and pass it to others in your pew, finally returning it toward the center aisle. If you notice that someone who normally sits near you is missing this morning, please give them a call this week and let them know that they were missed. You may write any prayer requests on the cards in the attendance folders and place them in the holders at the ends of the pews so that our ushers can bring them to the pastor before the Joys and Concerns.”)

  MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 


THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH


THE WORK OF THE CHURCH
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.

  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 

  ANTHEM   8:15 “If Not for the Old Rugged Cross” -  
        “Children’s Prayer” – SonShiners
  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

  OFFERTORY  “The Cross of Christ”
*DOXOLOGY

“We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be;

All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.”

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS

Creator God, through the gift of Christ and through his sacrifice, we are no longer just a collection of cells and tissues. We are a new creation, made over by your redeeming work in Christ. As new creations in Christ, you have put us to the work of reconciliation: reaching out in all those places where people feel far from your great love and drawing them closer to your loving embrace. As we offer our gifts this morning we offer ourselves to this ministry of reconciliation. Help us to open our minds to the possibilities, open our hearts to true compassion, and open our doors so that we might share that love with those who have felt far off from it and forgotten. We pray in the name of Jesus, the embodiment of that love. Amen.
*HYMN No. 395
“Take Time to Be Holy”

  SERMON SCRIPTURE

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
  SERMON


*HYMN OF PARTING No. 402
“Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”

  BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING
“Festive Postlude on ‘St. Theodulph’”
*Those who are able, please stand.
******************************************************************
THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH
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******************************************************************
2013 COMMUNITY MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES

“The Suffering Messiah” - The weekly services are sponsored by the Men’s Prayer Fellowship and are held at First United Church of Christ, 400 Main Street, Irwin.  
Hymn Singing starts at 11:30 AM         Preaching starts at Noon.  Lunch (provided by Colonial Grille – Cost - $ 5.00) is at 12:30 PM
Song Leader: Fred King -  Pianist: Jimmie Ruth Caughron -  Singer: Connie Bridgeman
March 13, 2013: Topic: “The Suffering of Guilt”

Scripture: Isaiah 53:10-11

Speaker: Rev. Don Durika


Special Music:  To be announced
ANNOUNCEMENTS
******************************************************************
CHILDREN’S COLLECTIONS
The Children’s Collections this week will go towards the Greensburg District Roof Project for the Kariba UMC and Kajokoto UMC in the West Harare District in Zimbabwe. The District goal is to raise $16,000 by District Conference, which is Sunday, April 21, 2013.  Your change can CHANGE the lives of so many!

Offering (3/3/2013): $248.07

******************************************************************
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP: Our next class will meet on Wednesday, March 13th at 10:00 AM.  We will be studying the lives of Ruth, Naomi, and Hannah and the examples they can be for us.  Any woman who is interested in learning more about the Bible is invited to attend our informal monthly class on the 2nd Wednesday of each month, from September through May, at 10:00 AM.  

******************************************************************
FELLOWSHIP NIGHT on March 13th will be at the regular time (6:30 pm) in the Gym, and there will be a baked potato bar and dessert! The activity for the evening will be 'meditation stations' - a time for prayer and reflection as we walk our Christian journeys during Lent. Please sign up on the clipboard being passed through the pews, or call the office.
******************************************************************
CHOIRS AND DRAMA MINISTRY PRESENTS “The Living Last Supper: One of Christianity's most significant events was brilliantly portrayed by Leonardo Da Vinci: The Last Supper. This Renaissance masterpiece is brought to life in Ruth Elaine Schram's remarkable work, "The Living Last Supper." The music passionately captures the pathos of the event while the disciples speak, expressing their innermost thoughts with brief but poignant monologues. The congregation will participate in the special seder meal which Christians call “the Last Supper” by sharing communion with one another and with Christ and His disciples. Our choir and drama ministry team will present “The Living Last Supper” on Tuesday, March 26 and Thursday, March 28 at 7:00 PM in the church sanctuary. This is the seventh year that the church has offered this work to the community. An offering will be taken in lieu of an admission charge. 
******************************************************************
GOOD FRIDAY BREAKFAST: Tickets are available for the Community Good Friday Breakfast to be held at Pluma’s Restaurant on Friday, March 29th.  Guest speaker will be former Steeler Rick Druschil.  Tickets are $15.00 each and available in the church office.

******************************************************************
“THE UPPER ROOM”: The March/April issue of the Upper Room is now available.  This daily devotional is filled with inspiring stories from Christians around the world, scriptures, and prayers to help guide you through your day.  Both small and large print copies are available.  Pick one up in the Narthex today.
******************************************************************
INK JET RECYCLING: We will no longer be collecting empty ink jet cartridges to recycle.  The company only accepts and pays for a very limited selection of cartridges at this time and we have not been getting enough of those types to recycle.  

Thank you to everyone who has helped with this project over the years.  We especially would like to thank Lou Berta for all the effort he put in to packaging and mailing the ink jet cartridges to the company.

While we will no longer be recycling the empty cartridges here, we hope that you will take your empty cartridges to an office supply store to be recycled.
******************************************************************
THE EASTER BASKET SIGN UP CHART is in the narthex. Please sign your name in the squares of the items you wish to donate. All items are due back on Palm Sunday, March 24. If you are bringing in a perishable food, please put in the refrigerator in the coffee room. Please place the gift cards in the slot in the office door. Thank you.

******************************************************************
6th ANNUAL “RACE FOR GRACE” IS QUICKLY APPROACHING!  “Race for Grace” will be held on Saturday, April 6, 2013 at Norwin High School. Events offered are a 5K run, 5K walk, and a 1 mile walk. This is the third year that First United Methodist Church of Irwin sponsored a team through the Outreach Committee. Every year the attendance increases and the same is expected this year. When registered before March 6, 2013, the fee is $20 per adult and $15 per child under 12 years old. After March 6th and until the day of the race, the fee is $25 per adult and $20 per child. Registration is easy on-line at www.reflectionsofgrace.org. When registering on-line, be sure to select First United Methodist Church of Irwin as your team! Registration is also accepted on a form provided in the Narthex and can be mailed in with a check. 
******************************************************************

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2013: It’s that time again to start planning our VBS for this summer. We are still looking for a VBS coordinator or leadership team to run our program. Additionally, it is important for all of the supportive volunteers. Last year was a lot of fun and a big success. We don’t want to take away this opportunity for our children in this church and the community from having fun and learning about Jesus.  Anyone interesting in leading VBS this year please contact Jack Tickle ASAP at 724-448-4934 or jtickle@pts.edu. 

We will have our first planning meeting Sunday March 17th at Noon, following the 10:45 service in the parlor for all volunteers who are interested in helping. 
******************************************************************
HOLY HUMOR SUNDAY:  We will be celebrating the second annual Holy Humor Sunday at both services on the Sunday after Easter, April 7. What is Holy Humor Sunday? 

The idea behind it is that God played the greatest practical joke on the devil by raising Jesus from the dead. One website about this special Sunday states: “Holy Humor Sunday services not only give Christians an opportunity for ongoing celebrations of the greatest miracle in human history - Jesus' resurrection - it also gives each of us an opportunity to celebrate, and give thanks for, our own smaller resurrections in this world and this life.” "Laughter," he said, "releases tension, and we have enough of that these days. I think we all need to stop taking ourselves so seriously. We need to recognize that this is really God's world, and He has so much in store for us. We put too much emphasis on what's wrong and what's bad with it."

As a part of the festivities, we are proclaiming April 7 as Holy Humor Headpiece Day. We are asking everyone in attendance to wear SOMETHING on their head. Feel free to be as silly as you can. This is a chance for everyone to relax, smile, even (GASP!) LAUGH in church! Celebrate the joy we find in our faith!
******************************************************************
CARE NOTES: A new supply of Care Notes have arrived. They're on a table in the narthex. Take a look and help yourself.
******************************************************************

What!?! – 1,500 treats!  Even Better! – A Story of Love, Forgiveness, & Joy!

All ages are invited to our annual Easter Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday, Mar.24th, 9:30 to 10:30 am, starting in the Elementary Dept.  Hear the amazing story of Lent & Easter and learn Christian symbols.  An egg hunt follows in the gym with terrific candy & treasures that relate to the story.  Adults welcome! Teens/preteens, we need your help hiding the eggs!  As always, you will receive the same treats for helping!  Meet at 9:30 in the Elementary room to assist.  (Tiny tots meet in Mrs. Weber’s room for a mini-hunt). Friends welcome!
Kick off Holy Week by hearing the story of our Christian faith
in one short, exciting session!
Hope to see you on March 24th!
******************************************************************

THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST:  On Friday March 22nd we will be showing the film “The Passion of the Christ” (2004). The film will be shown upstairs in the youth room, meeting at 6:30pm. The runtime for the film is a little over 2 hours so we will start promptly at 6:45pm.   “The Passion of the Christ focuses on the last twelve hours of Jesus of Nazareth's life. The film begins in the Garden of Olives where Jesus has gone to pray after the Last Supper. Jesus must resist the temptations of Satan. Betrayed by Judas Iscariot, Jesus is then arrested and taken within the city walls of Jerusalem where leaders of the Pharisees confront him with accusations of blasphemy and his trial results in a condemnation to death.”  As we prepare our hearts and minds for the events of Holy Week, this film can contribute to our personal reflection and meditation. “The Passion of the Christ” is rated R “for sequences of graphic violence” related to the torture and crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Please let Jack Tickle know if you plan on attending so that we make sure we have enough seats prepared.
******************************************************************

PART-TIME CUSTODIAN POSITION: We are looking for a dependable and trustworthy Part-Time custodian for every other Sunday.  Approximate hours are 7:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Person will need to perform custodial duties as needed, and assist anyone who may need help in any way.   Applicant must be able to shovel snow and spread salt if needed.  Brief job description is available in the office. 

******************************************************************

GRADUATION CELEBRATION - Please call the office with information for anyone who has recently graduated or will be graduating at the end of this school year. We're planning a celebration for early in June and we don't want to miss honoring any of our graduates! 




First united Methodist church


310 Oak Street, Irwin, PA 15642


724-863-6858


www.irwinfirstumc.org
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Rev. David S. Lake – Pastor


Jack L. Tickle III – Youth Minister


Dianne Runser – Director of Music Ministry
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Wednesday, March 13


10:00 Women’s Bible Study


11:30  Mid Week Lenten Service


1st United Church of Christ, Irwin


  6:30 Fellowship Night








Tuesday, March 12


  6:15 TOPS


  6:30 Witness


  7:00 Trustees


  7:30 NA











Monday, March 11


10:00 UM Women


  7:00 Dartball - H























Next Sunday, March 17


Fifth Sunday in Lent


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School – Youth & Adult


10:45 Worship


  2:00 Temple Chimes


  2:45 SonShiners


  3:30 Temple Bells


  4:30  Living Last Supper Choir


  6:00 CHIPS


  7:00 Combined FISH & CHIPS


  7:30 FISH
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Saturday, March 16


Gym in use


10:00 Drama Rehearsal, full cast
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Friday, March 15


Gym in use



































Today, Sunday, March 10


Fourth Sunday in Lent


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School – Youth & Adult


10:45 Worship


  2:00 Temple Chimes


  2:45 SonShiners


  3:30 Temple Bells


  4:30  Living Last Supper Choir


  6:00 CHIPS


  7:00 Combined FISH & CHIPS


  7:30 FISH








Thursday, March 14


  6:00  Gym in use


  6:15  C Bells


  7:00  Disciple 2


  7:15  Choir


  8:15  Living Last Supper Choir
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