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March 24, 2013
Palm Sunday 
  GATHERING & WELCOME     (Please sign the red pad in the pews.)
  BRINGING IN THE LIGHT
  MUSIC OF PREPARATION
“All Glory, Laud and Honor”

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

  LENTEN CANDLE CEREMONY 
 

  OPENING PRAYER

   Blessed one, humbling yourself on the back of a colt, you entered Jerusalem in lowly estate bringing joy to the hearts of children;  forsaking equality with God, you emptied yourself of prestige and power, coming as a servant to all.  Sing in our hearts once more, that we may remember the joy of dancing and singing our hosannas like the children of Jerusalem – for to such as these belong the kingdom of heaven.  AMEN

  ANTHEM     “Prepare the Way”
*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 278
“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”

  RESPONSIVE READING No. 839
“Psalm 118”

  MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 


THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH


THE WORK OF THE CHURCH

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.
  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS

  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

  OFFERTORY  
“An Upper Room Did My Lord Prepare”

*DOXOLOGY

“We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be;

All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.”

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS

Holy God, as we witness again the triumphant entry of your Son into Jerusalem, we have to ask ourselves on which side of the parade we stand. Do we follow Jesus for the whole journey, even when it leads to the cross, a symbol of suffering and death? As long ago they laid cloaks on Jesus' path, so we place our gifts on your altar to help make a way for Jesus to enter hearts. Help us remember that some who shouted "Hosanna" were later among those who stood with the crowds who shouted, "crucify him!" when that was the safe place to stand. Grant us the courage to stand with Christ when the road is hard and the way is risky. We pray it the name of the Messiah and King! Amen.

*HYMN No. 176
“Majesty, Worship His Majesty”

  SERMON SCRIPTURE

Luke 19:28-40
  SERMON


*HYMN OF PARTING No. 280
“All Glory, Laud, and Honor”

  BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING
“Ride On, Ride On in Majesty”
*Those who are able, please stand.
******************************************************************
ANNOUNCEMENTS
******************************************************************
CHILDREN’S COLLECTIONS: The Children’s Collections this week will go towards the Race for Grace which is Sunday, April 6, 2013.  

Collection 3/17/2013: $257.98


******************************************************************
THE EASTER BASKET SIGN UP CHART: All items are due back today, March 24. If you are bringing in a perishable food, please put in the refrigerator in the coffee room. Please place the gift cards in the slot in the office door. If you have not brought your items in today, please contact Krista Brown to make arrangements to get those items to her. 

***********************************************************
FELLOWSHIP NIGHT: Join us down in the gym on April 10th at 6:30 for a covered dish dinner and board game night! Bring a covered dish or dessert and your favorite board game and share in the fellowship. Sign up on the clipboard or call the church office. Hope to see you there!
******************************************************************
WOMEN'S BOOK STUDY: Please come and join us in the Youth Room on April 3rd at 7:00 for a message by Charles Stanley titled "Life's Trials Explained." All women are welcome.
******************************************************************
SUMMER CAMP: It's time to register for summer camp! You can find a table in the narthex set up with all the camp brochures and flyers. Call Barb Baston or the office for additional information.
******************************************************************
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2013 COMMUNITY MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES

“The Suffering Messiah” - The weekly services are sponsored by the Men’s Prayer Fellowship and are held at First United Church of Christ, 400 Main Street, Irwin.  
Hymn Singing starts at 11:30 AM         Preaching starts at Noon.  Lunch (provided by Colonial Grille – Cost - $ 5.00) is at 12:30 PM
Song Leader: Fred King -  Pianist: Jimmie Ruth Caughron -  Singer: Connie Bridgeman
March 27, 2013:   Topic: “It Behooved Christ to Suffer”
Scripture: Luke 24: 46-47

       Speaker: Dr. Ron Wakeman

Special Music:     Diane Waddell
THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH






******************************************************************
6th ANNUAL “RACE FOR GRACE” IS QUICKLY APPROACHING!  Saturday, April 6, 2013 at Norwin High School. This is the third year that First United Methodist Church of Irwin sponsored a team through the Outreach Committee. After March 6th and until the day of the race, the fee is $25 per adult and $20 per child. Registration is easy on-line at www.reflectionsofgrace.org. When registering on-line, be sure to select First United Methodist Church of Irwin as your team! Registration is also accepted on a form provided in the Narthex and can be mailed in with a check. 
******************************************************************

HOLY HUMOR SUNDAY:  We will be celebrating the second annual Holy Humor Sunday at both services on the Sunday after Easter, April 7. What is Holy Humor Sunday? 

The idea behind it is that God played the greatest practical joke on the devil by raising Jesus from the dead. One website about this special Sunday states: “Holy Humor Sunday services not only give Christians an opportunity for ongoing celebrations of the greatest miracle in human history - Jesus' resurrection - it also gives each of us an opportunity to celebrate, and give thanks for, our own smaller resurrections in this world and this life.” "Laughter," he said, "releases tension, and we have enough of that these days. I think we all need to stop taking ourselves so seriously. We need to recognize that this is really God's world, and He has so much in store for us. We put too much emphasis on what's wrong and what's bad with it."

As a part of the festivities, we are proclaiming April 7 as Holy Humor Headpiece Day. We are asking everyone in attendance to wear SOMETHING on their head. Feel free to be as silly as you can. This is a chance for everyone to relax, smile, even (GASP!) LAUGH in church! Celebrate the joy we find in our faith!
******************************************************************
ANOTHER YEAR (formerly Mighty Mikes) 6TH ANNUAL RELAY FOR LIFE BOWL A THON.  Saturday, April 6, 2013 from 1:00 - 4:00 pm at White Oak Bowl. Join us for an afternoon of Fun, Bowling, Chinese Auction, Prizes,and Good Food.  The price is $15.00 per ticket which will include 3 games of bowling and a chance to win a Pittsburgh Hometown basket. For details call: Dawn Capecci @ 412- 651-2503 or John Weber @ 724-493–4294

This event is held in memory of Mike Capecci & June Weberand anybody else touched by cancer.
******************************************************************
CHOIRS AND DRAMA MINISTRY PRESENTS “The Living Last Supper: One of Christianity's most significant events was brilliantly portrayed by Leonardo Da Vinci: The Last Supper. This Renaissance masterpiece is brought to life in Ruth Elaine Schram's remarkable work, "The Living Last Supper." The music passionately captures the pathos of the event while the disciples speak, expressing their innermost thoughts with brief but poignant monologues. The congregation will participate in the special seder meal which Christians call “the Last Supper” by sharing communion with one another and with Christ and His disciples. Our choir and drama ministry team will present “The Living Last Supper” on Tuesday, March 26 and Thursday, March 28 at 7:00 PM in the church sanctuary. This is the seventh year that the church has offered this work to the community. An offering will be taken in lieu of an admission charge. 
******************************************************************
GOOD FRIDAY BREAKFAST: Tickets are available for the Community Good Friday Breakfast to be held at Pluma’s Restaurant on Friday, March 29th.  Guest speaker will be former Steeler Rick Druschil.  Tickets are $15.00 each and available in the church office.

******************************************************************

PART-TIME CUSTODIAN POSITION: We are looking for a dependable and trustworthy Part-Time custodian for every other Sunday.  Approximate hours are 7:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Person will need to perform custodial duties as needed, and assist anyone who may need help in any way.   Applicant must be able to shovel snow and spread salt if needed.  Brief job description is available in the office. 
******************************************************************
BISHOP THOMAS J. BICKERTON will be visiting the Greensburg District on Wednesday, April 3 beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the Faith United Methodist Church, 305 Freeport Street, Delmont PA 15626. The visit is for Clergy and Laity to attend. Light refreshments will be served. 

All are welcome!
******************************************************************
GRADUATION CELEBRATION - Please call the office with information for anyone who has recently graduated or will be graduating at the end of this school year. We're planning a celebration for early in June and we don't want to miss honoring any of our graduates! 
******************************************************************
“CROSS & FLAME”: The April issue of the “Cross & Flame” has arrived.  They are on the table in the Narthex.  You are welcome to pick one up today.

******************************************************************
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Wednesday, March 27


11:30  Mid Week Lenten Service


1st United Church of Christ, Irwin











Tuesday, March 26


  6:15 TOPS


  7:00 “Living Last Supper”


 Drama & Communion


  7:30 NA








Next Sunday, March 31


Easter Sunday 


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School – Youth & Adult


10:45 Worship


   No Music Groups


   No Youth Groups
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Monday, March 25


  7:00 Dartball – Make-up














Friday, March 29


  7:00 AM Community Good Friday Breakfast


at Pluma’s Restaurant


“Walk of the Cross”


12:15  First United Church of Christ


400 Main St., Irwin, PA


12:45  Holy Trinity Lutheran Church


	502 Main Street, Irwin, PA


  1:15  First Presbyterian Church


	617 Main Street, Irwin, PA


  1:45  First Assembly of God Church


	501 Oak Street, Irwin, PA


  2:15  Bethel AME Church


	304 Walnut Street, Irwin, PA


  2:45  First United Methodist Church


	310 Oak Street, Irwin, PA



































Today, Sunday, March 24


Palm Sunday 


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School – Youth & Adult


            Easter Egg Hunt


10:45 Worship


12:00 Set up for Living Last Supper


   No Temple Chimes


   No SonShiners


   No Temple Bells


Gym in use during the afternoon


  6:00 Living Last Supper Dress Rehearsal


  6:00 CHIPS


  7:00 Combined FISH & CHIPS


  7:30 FISH

















Thursday, March 28


  7:00 “Living Last Supper”


 Drama & Communion




















Today, Sunday, December 23


Fourth Sunday of Advent 


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School – Youth & Adult


10:45 Worship


12:00 Christmas Eve Play Practice


  2:30 SonShiners & Chimes Christmas Party


  3:30 Temple Chimes


  No FISH & CHIPS 











