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March 31, 2013
Easter Sunday 
  GATHERING & WELCOME     (Please sign the red pad in the pews.)
  BRINGING IN THE LIGHT
  MUSIC OF PREPARATION

*HYMN No. 322
“Up from the Grave He Arose”

  CALL TO WORSHIP 

    L:  The night is far gone.  There is dew on the grass.

    P:  We walk with Mary to the tomb.

    L:  Lost in our grief, we feel abandoned … alone …unaware that angels minister to us. We weep with Mary, for all hope seems lost.
    P:  The stone is rolled back,  Only his grave clothes remain.

    L:  Overcome by our loss, we feel abandoned, alone, unaware that Angels minister to us.  A flicker of hope ignites in the soul … wavering in the wind … challenging the triumph of darkness.
    P:  Yet, surely there is no cheating death?

    L:  Gently, lovingly, angels question our tears … for God is stronger than death. 
EASTER DRAMA
“Mary at the Tomb”

    L:  Out of the shadows of the tomb, the light of Christ shines forth in glory, overcoming the darkness of sin and death.

    P:  In the depths of our souls, the light of Christ brings us back to the land of the living.

    L:  As the light of Christ dawns, we find that we are not alone.

    P:  The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it.

*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 302
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”

  OPENING PRAYER

   God of mystery and might, your wondrous love always seems to catch us off guard.  We come to the tomb looking for death, but find life instead.  As we behold the glory of our salvation, take us back to that moment of discovery – when grief and loss gave way to a glimmer of hope.  Before we shout our alleluias, remind us of the moment when despair was transported into glimpses of new possibilities.  In the holy awe of Easter morning, we take a moment of silent gratitude that Christ calls each of us by name.  (Moment of silence.) Shout it from the mountaintop:  Christ is risen!  Alleluia!  Christ is risen indeed.  AMEN

  RESPONSIVE READING No. 839
“Psalm 98

  MOMENTS OF INFORMALITY 


THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH


THE WORK OF THE CHURCH

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

    L: The Peace of Christ be with you.

    P: And also with you
    L: Please pass the Peace of Christ to your neighbor.
  CHILDREN’S MOMENTS

  JOYS AND CONCERNS

  PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. AMEN  

  PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

  OFFERTORY  


*DOXOLOGY

“We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be;

All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.”
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKS

Glorious God of Life and Light, even as you broke into the sealed tomb so long ago, you break into the dark tombs we find ourselves in even today. You've rolled away stones and led us into the light of new days we never thought we would see. Remind us that you call us to bring others to the light of new life in your Son, our Savior. Remind us that we bring others to that light through the words we share, through the lives we live, and through the mission and ministry we empower through gifts of time, talent, and treasure. May our whole offering, our very lives, give testimony to life that overcomes death and light that defeats any darkness. In the risen Christ, we pray. Amen.

*HYMN No. 304
“Easter People, Raise Your Voices”

  SERMON SCRIPTURE

John 20:1-18
  SERMON


*HYMN OF PARTING No. 310
“He Lives”

  BENEDICTION 

*MUSIC OF PARTING

*Those who are able, please stand.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
******************************************************************
CHILDREN’S COLLECTIONS: The Children’s Collections this week will go towards the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.  This fund is used to help those who are in need in our church and community.
Race for Grace – 3/17 & 24/2013 - $616.57
******************************************************************
WOMEN'S BOOK STUDY: Please come and join us in the Youth Room on April 3rd at 7:00 for a message by Charles Stanley titled "Life's Trials Explained." All women are welcome.
******************************************************************
SUMMER CAMP: It's time to register for summer camp! You can find a table in the narthex set up with all the camp brochures and flyers. Call Barb Baston or the office for additional information.
******************************************************************
THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH








******************************************************************
6th ANNUAL “RACE FOR GRACE” IS QUICKLY APPROACHING!  Saturday, April 6, 2013 at Norwin High School. This is the third year that First United Methodist Church of Irwin sponsored a team through the Outreach Committee. After March 6th and until the day of the race, the fee is $25 per adult and $20 per child. Registration is easy on-line at www.reflectionsofgrace.org. When registering on-line, be sure to select First United Methodist Church of Irwin as your team! Registration is also accepted on a form provided in the Narthex and can be mailed in with a check. 
******************************************************************

HOLY HUMOR SUNDAY:  We will be celebrating the second annual Holy Humor Sunday at both services on the Sunday after Easter, April 7. 

There are ways that you can prepare yourself  for this joyful celebration:

· Practice smiling a lot (try looking in the mirror). 

· Get those jokes and stories ready to tell. 

· Begin rejoicing in God now (no need to wait). 

· Try on a few good belly l. 

· Prepare a few practical jokes. 

· Invite someone who likes to laugh. 

· Invite someone who needs to laugh. 

As a part of the festivities, we are proclaiming April 7 as Holy Humor Headpiece Day. We are asking everyone in attendance to wear SOMETHING on their head. Feel free to be as silly as you can. This is a chance for everyone to relax, smile, even (GASP!) LAUGH in church! Celebrate the joy we find in our faith!
******************************************************************
ANOTHER YEAR (formerly Mighty Mikes) 6TH ANNUAL RELAY FOR LIFE BOWL A THON.  Saturday, April 6, 2013 from 1:00 - 4:00 pm at White Oak Bowl. Join us for an afternoon of Fun, Bowling, Chinese Auction, Prizes,and Good Food.  The price is $15.00 per ticket which will include 3 games of bowling and a chance to win a Pittsburgh Hometown basket. For details call: Dawn Capecci @ 412- 651-2503 or John Weber @ 724-493–4294

This event is held in memory of Mike Capecci & June Weberand anybody else touched by cancer.
******************************************************************
EGG HUNT:  We had a full house for our Egg Hunt and Easter Story! Thanks to all who helped make it a success: UMW for funding, Harvesters for cookies & refreshments and the Youth for packing the many treats. Thank you!

******************************************************************

PART-TIME CUSTODIAN POSITION: We are looking for a dependable and trustworthy Part-Time custodian for every other Sunday.  Approximate hours are 7:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Person will need to perform custodial duties as needed, and assist anyone who may need help in any way.   Applicant must be able to shovel snow and spread salt if needed.  Brief job description is available in the office. 
******************************************************************
BISHOP THOMAS J. BICKERTON will be visiting the Greensburg District on Wednesday, April 3 beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the Faith United Methodist Church, 305 Freeport Street, Delmont PA 15626. The visit is for Clergy and Laity to attend. Light refreshments will be served. 

All are welcome!
******************************************************************
GRADUATION CELEBRATION - Please call the office with information for anyone who has recently graduated or will be graduating at the end of this school year. We're planning a celebration for early in June and we don't want to miss honoring any of our graduates! 
******************************************************************
“CROSS & FLAME”: The April issue of the “Cross & Flame” has arrived.  They are on the table in the Narthex.  You are welcome to pick one up today.

*************************************************************
EASTER BASKETS:  Thank you to all of our church family who contributed food, time, or money to the Easter Basket collection.  We supported 22 families!  Your efforts are greatly appreciated.  

The Outreach Committee

******************************************************************
DO YOU LIKE TO PAY YOUR BILLS ONLINE?  If so, you can designate First United Methodist Church as a bill payee.  The address is 310 Oak Street, Irwin, PA.  15642.  You can elect the amount you would like the church to receive and the number of times to “pay” the church.  Use your envelope number as the requested account number.  (I tried it and it worked with Citizens bank.)   The bank would then send a check to the church.  The office will process the check the same as we do for Sunday envelopes.  

******************************************************************
FELLOWSHIP NIGHT: Join us down in the gym on April 10th at 6:30 for a covered dish dinner and board game night! Bring a covered dish or dessert and your favorite board game and share in the fellowship. Sign up on the clipboard or call the church office. Hope to see you there!
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Wednesday, April 3


  7:00 Women’s Book Study


Gym in use














Tuesday, April 2


  6:15 TOPS


  7:00 Outreach


  7:00 Sage’s Army


  7:30 NA





Next Sunday, April 7


Holy Humor Sunday 


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School – Youth & Adult


10:45 Worship


  2:00 Temple Bells


  2:45 Temple Chimes


  3:30 SonShiners


  6:00 CHIPS


  7:00 FISH & CHIPS Fellowship Time


  7:30 FISH








Monday, April 1


Office Closed


10:00 UM Women Executive Board
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Saturday, April 6


Race for Grace at Norwin High School


  3:00 Dickson/Bebnariofsky Wedding














Friday, April 5


  6:00 Wedding Rehearsal



































Today, Sunday, March 31


Easter Sunday 


  8:00 Prayer Time


  8:15 Worship


  9:30 Sunday School – Youth & Adult


10:45 Worship


   No Music Groups


   No Youth Groups








Thursday, April 4


  6:15 C Bells


  6:30 Good Grief


  6:30 District Meeting


  7:00 Disciple 2


  7:15 Choir





























